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Prayer bears! 


SEVEN hundred children, more than 500 
adults and at least a thousand teddy bears 
of every shape and colour converged on 
Child Beale Park, near Reading, on June 
27. They were arriving for Prayers and 
Bears, a bumper open-air service and 
picnic organised by The Mothers’ Union for 
under-fives, their parents and carers from 
all over the Diocese. 

The day had dawned grey and chilly, 
with the promise of rain to come. But 
undoubtedly all those bear prayers worked 
wonders, and miraculously a warm sun had 
broken through by the time the Bishop of 
Oxford arrived resplendent in cope and 
mitre and accompanied by a particularly 
distinguished blue bear. 

The event was masterminded by Felicity 
Randall, Chairman of The Mothers’ Union 
Young Families Department, who somehow 
co-ordinated the production of 1,000 teddy 
bears’ picnics with minute strawberry, 
honey or Marmite sandwiches in miniature 


plastic pots supplied by courtesy of “Mr 
Sainsbury”. 

There was, of course, a serious purpose 
to it all. Prayers and Bears was organised 
to bring together members of mid-week 
pram services from all over the Diocese. 
These are often run or supported by 
Mothers’ Union members, but can sometimes 
become isolated from the Sunday congrega- 
tions. 

During a special service of songs, stories 
and prayers the Bishop said that pram 
services were an important feature of the 
life of the Diocese. “The greatest gift you 
can give your child is your own growing 
and developing faith. If it’s real, it will 
somehow find its way into the life of your 
child,” he said. 

Felicity Randall is always pleased to advise 
parishes who would like to start a pram 
service. She can be contacted on Didcot 
(0235) 812114. 


fleacfilil 

celebrate; 

125vears 


EIGHT thousand Readers, 
more than one hundred of 
them from the Oxford Dio- 
cese, assembled in the 
National Exhibition Centre, 
Birmingham, on Saturday, 
June 22, to celebrate 125 
years of Reader ministry. 
The preacher at the Euchar- 
ist was the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who said that 
Readers had a particularly 
important part to play as 
teachers during the Decade 
of Evangelism. 

The chairman of the 
Readers’ Association, the 
Bishop of Chester, welcom- 
ed the congregation. It was 
a mark of the importance of 
Reader ministry that both 
the Archbishops of Canter- 
bury and York and so many 
diocesan and area bishops 
were there, he said. 

In his message, the Duke 
of Edinburgh, Patron of the 
Readers’ Association, said 
that the change in the dis- 
tribution of the population 
of this country in the last 
fifty years, and the restruc- 
turing of the parish system, 
had given tne office of 
Reader a new meaning and 
responsibility. 

Geoffrey Wheeler, a 
Reader and a well-known 
broadcaster, portrayed the 
historical development of the 
Reader movement. Brian 
Redhead of Radio 4’s 
“Today” programme, inter- 
viewed a number of Readers 
about their role in the world 
today, and there was a 
discussion on the future of 
the Reader ministry before' 
each diocesan group rose in 
sequence, in a giant Mexican 
wave. 


Of women priests and motherhood 


Inside The DOOR 


It promised to be the debate 
of the decade when the 
Diocesan Synod met on June 
29. The motion proposed by 
the Revd Martin Peirce, 
Director of Ordinands was 
that members should ap- 
prove the ordination of 
women priests. It was to be 
opposed by the Revd Edwin 
Barnes, Principal of St 
Stephen’s Theological col- 
lege. 

Would the debate be a 
bitter one? Would some 
members walk out, even 
abandon the Church of Eng- 
land there and then? In the 
event, it proved to be so 
gentle and considerate a 
discussion that it was almost 
an anticlimax. While the 
occasion has been far more 
divisive in some other 
dioceses, our Synod mem- 
bers did us proud and man- 
aged to produce a debate 
that was both thoughtful 
and good tempered. 

By saying “yes” to women 
priests we could “pioneer 
the way for the whole 
church,” said the Bishop of 
Oxford, but stressed his par- 


ticular responsibility to safe- 
guard the unity of the 
Dioceses. The Revd Susan 
Cole-King, already a priest 
in the USA, spoke of 2,000 
women priests in nine prov- 
inces in the Anglican Com- 
munion. Two Oxford priests 
expressed their anguished 
intention to leave the Church 
of England if the legislation 


was passed. 

So there it was — the 
ayes won the day. But there 
were no untoward displays 
of either jubilation or sor- 
row. Perhaps it was the 
response to the call from 
the agenda committee for 
restraint. Perhaps it was an 
awareness of the seriousness 
of the occasion. Perhaps it 


really was the work of the 
Holy Spirit of Peace. (See 
reports on page 2, and the 
Bishop of Oxford writes on 
page 8). 

The popular image of The 
Mothers’ Union is one of 
banners and cucumber sand- 
wiches far from the cut and 
thrust of synodical debate. 
However, The DOOR re- 
veals that this worldwide 
movement is firmly in touch 
with social concerns like the 
effects of the media on 
family life, AIDS, and home- 
lessness. Rosemary Peirce 
tells how she developed from 
a nervous, newly-married 
curate’s wife into the MU 
Diocesan President (page 6), 
and MU member Mary Kent 
describes her errand of 
mercy to Albania. 

There is a last look at the 
RAF’s own parish church 
(pictured) before the lights 
go out at Abingdon air base 
(page 19), and a plea from 
Anne Kerr that we put 
ecumenism at the top of the 
agenda (page 7). All this 
and more inside The DOOR. 
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Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 
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one village 

THE SHOP FOR YOU 


Carpets & rugs 
Cushions • Decor 
Quilts & pillowcases 
Containers & Baskets 
Lighting • Bags 
Wallets • Purses 

Home and living 
accessories from 
Africa • Asia 
South America 



Woodstock: On the A44 
Cheltenham: Regent Arcade 
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SYNOD REPORTS 


^oofclanbsi Hotel 

LYNBRIDGE, LYNTON, DEVON EX35 6AX 
TEL: LYNTON (0598) 52324 



All bedrooms have colour 
television and tea/coffee 
making facilities. Most are en 
suite and enjoy superb views 
across the West Lyn Valley. 
Adequate private parking. We 
regret that the Hotel is not 
suitable for children. 


A small comfortably 
furnished licensed Hotel run 
personally by the proprietors, 
David Blakemore and Robert 
Soutter. 



COMMENDED 



EVANGELISM 

with 

CHURCH ARMY 


The Church Army officer meets with people where it matters - 
right where they are. Full training for a variety of service is 
provided for selected Candidates, an upper age limit of 40 years 
applies and applicants must be committed Anglicans. 

Find out what Church Army is doing. 

■L For further details complete the coupon and 

return to Julie Wallace. 

// § Church Army, 

^ ^ Independents Road. 

■PF ** j I mRtthep Jy Rlackheath, London SF3 9 LG. 
/ / 7el 081-318 1226. 


A Registered Charity 



African and Asian churches invite 
you to share in Christ's mission 

For further information contact: 

ESS 

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Overseas Service Department. Partnership House. 

157 Waterloo Road. London SE1 8UU Tel: 071-928 8681 


★ USA ★ 

★ AFRICA ★ 

★ S AMERICA -At 
-A- WORLDWIDE -A- 


EXCLUSIVE LOW FARES 
FOR MISSIONARY 
SOCIETIES, CHURCHES 
AND INDEPENDENT 
TRAVELLERS FROM 
APPOINTED RAPTIM 
AGENT 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 EVERSHOLT STREET, 
LONDON, NWI IBP 
Tel: 071-387 4933 

ABTA ★ I ATA ★ NAITA 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - 
PARTIES - etc. etc. 

The 

Bouncy 

CASTLECOMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair 
Organ — Fun Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 
781888 24 HR Answering 
: Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon- 
Fri) Or write... The Bouncy 
Castle Company, 

9 Easthampstead Road, 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG1 1 2EH 


CARPETS 

AND FLOOR 
COVERINGS 

Have carpets will travel!! 
Anywhere in the U.K. 
Specialist in flooring for 
churches, nursing homes, 
hotels etc. 

For competitive prices and 
friendly service call: 

Steven Slater 

Christians in Carpets 
10 St John Street 
Winksworth 
Derbyshire DE4 4DR 

Telephone: 

0629 824815 


(Philippian* eh 4 v 13) 



Catalogue/Prices/Samples on request 
30% lower than present market prices 
NO VAT plus FREE delivery 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD. 

Private Family Business 
Daimler Fleet 
Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Attendance 


911 London Road, Loudvvaier 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 


%Jr L 

F or choosing Siloam as your 
channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



"Helping Poor Children 
in Portugal " 


# SILOAM « 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES J 

5, Clarendon Place, 5 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG f 

If you would like to know more about our 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill * 
in the coupon below for a copy 
of our free magazine 

NAME 

AD0RESS 


POSTCODE 


‘Something good’or not? 


The Diocesan Synod on June 
29 began with worship led 
by the Dean of Christ 
Church, the Very Reverend 
Dr Eric Heaton. Dr Heaton 
addressed the Synod on the 
role of the Cathedral, and 
the Bishop of Oxford paid 
tribute to him, on his retire- 
ment as Dean, for all he 
had done to overcome 
ancient difficulties between 
the Diocese and its unique 
Cathedral which doubles as 
a college chapel. 

Thirty-two Synod mem- 
bers had signified their in- 
tention to speak in the 
debate on the Ordination of 
Women — and forty-two 
did so. I hope that those 
who began by saying it was 
the first time they had 
spoken in the Synod have 
been re-elected, and will 
continue to give voice; even 
for a veteran of debates on 
this subject (starting with 
my first Diocesan Synod 
meeting in 1974!) there were 
ideas and insights new to 
me. I found it moving and 
interesting, though some- 
what lacking in the humour 
which often lightens the most 
serious Synod debates. 

Canon Martin Peirce mov- 
ed the adoption of the pro- 
posals as something “ good 
for the Church, timely and 
beautiful,” saying that 
women deacons are valued 
by the Church and the 
English people, and that 
opponents allow talents to 
be buried. It will make a 
difference: otherwise there 
would be no point in going 
ahead with something which 
will hurt some people. 

Those in favour spoke of 
making decisions balancing 
Scripture, tradition, reason 
and experience, rather than 
giving more weight to any 
one. We were reminded of 
the extraordinary historical 



views of women in the past 
(“Every woman should be 
filled with shame that she is 
a woman”: St Clement) and 
that concern about gender 
is currently “on the agenda” 
of the society. Secular influ- 
ences tend to be cited as 
either wholly right or wholly 
wrong: we must return to 
the Scriptures again and 
again to re-interpret the 
Christian structure. 


The Revd Susan Cole- 
King, ordained priest in the 
USA, spoke of 2,000 women 
priests in nine provinces in 
the Anglican Communion, 
and the Revd John Crowe 
brought a message from the 
Bishop of Chicago, who had 
voted against the ordination 
of women in 1975 but is 
now an enthusiast and ad- 
vises us to live with it. 

Opposing the motion, the 
Revd Edwin Barnes urged 
us not to allow the 
trendsetters to distort the 
Faith, and pointed out that 
already, even though about 
a third of the clergy are not 
in favour of the ordination 
of women, they are unrepre- 
sented in the seats of power 
— as only men who support 
the proposals are appointed 
as bishops and archdeacons. 

Opponents stressed that 
everything about the debate 
spelled division and the 


whole issue of the ordination 
of women would become a 
test of orthodoxy for the 
future. We already have 
unity in diversity in the 
Church: if the legislation is 
passed that unity will be 
lost and we will have two 
churches both calling them- 
selves the Church of Eng- 
land. Mr Seymore- Jones, fa- 
ther of two daughters, ques- 
tioned whether God the 
Father could have allowed 
his daughter to suffer and 
die for us, and thus whether 
a woman could represent 
Christ at the altar. Two 
priests sadly expressed their 
intention to leave the Church 
of England should the legis- 
lation be passed. 

Although in favour of the 
legislation himself (“Now, 
as at the Reformation, we 
can pioneer the way for the 
whole Church”), the Bishop 
of Oxford reminded us that 
the Bishop is a symbol of 
unity, and his particular re- 
sponsibility is to safeguard 
the unity of the Diocese. 

Captain Barry Newman, 
felt more time was needed, 
and others queried the fact 
that we were debating the 
ordination of women before 
re-examining the theology 
of priesthood. The legisla- 
tion was criticised, and the 
arguments found to be very 
inward looking. The Revd 
Peter Faulkner suggested 
that if we get it wrong it 
won’t matter — God will 
accommodate it. 

After a period of silence 
and saying The Lord’s 
Prayer, voting took place 
and the motion was carried. 

Penelope Keens 

Penelope Keens is an elected 
member of the Board for 
Stewardship , Training, Edu- 
cation and Ministry. 


Food for thought at York 


We were served with a rich diet at the 
York Synod in July. 

For starters, we were offered most of a 
day on Christian initiation. First, we 
considered Baptism — should it be reserved 
solely for children of Christian parents and 
those able to make the promises for 
themselves, or should it be open to all who 
ask? We heard of a variety of differing 
practices across the country, and voted 
overwhelmingly in favour of keeping the 
resent policy of open Baptism. It was 
oped that most parishes would try to give 
good Baptism preparation. 

When we moved on to consider Commu- 
nion before Confirmation, we were by no 
means unanimous. Experiments by individ- 
ual parishes in this area have bee;n going 
on for years, especially in ecumenical 
projects, and the House of Bishops wished 
to halt them. Synod, however, felt that the 
period of experimentation had not been 
long enough yet. 

Baptism and Confirmation 

We agreed that the sequence of Baptism, 
Confirmation and admission to Communion 
was the norm, but that Confirmation might 
take place at an early age. We were 
concerned that there should also be good 
preparation for adult membership, and 
that for some people an extra rite of adult 
commitment was needed. 

Study of a report, ‘We believe in the 
Holy Spirit’, formed our main course on 
Sunday. We had a long and sometimes 
rather academic debate, which looked at 
the trinitarian concept. Differing points of 
view were also put forward about the 
Charismatic movement. 

The dessert course brought us a rather 
different book to consider: Good News in 
our Times; The Gospel and Contemporary 
Culture. This is a resource book for 
mission, and helps us to understand the 
world in which we live. With few reserva- 
tions it was given a warm welcome. 

If the main courses were rich, the side 
dishes were many and varied. Most produc- 
tive of indigestion was the debate on the 
Assembly of the World Council of Church- 
es, which took place in February. We saw 
a film and heard a report from some of 
our delegates. There was considerable 
criticism from them of the administration, 
but more- seriously, of * the underlying - 


theology of the WCC. They spoke of the 
growing gulf between the experience of 
third-world Christians and those in the 
West. Although some might have liked to 
see the C of E withdrawing from the 
WCC, most felt it very important that we 
made our contribution from within the 
organisation. 

Finance always has an important place 
on the July menu. This year it proved a 
rather vinegary dish. Depression in farming, 
difficulties in selling properties, and tenants 
going out of business because of the 
recession all have had a serious effect on 
our resources. There was no money to 
spare this year for the Church urban Fund. 
Commitments such as clergy, pensions 
continued to rise, but our income was not 
keeping pace. Locally, we will see parochial 
fees rise by 15 per cent, as it was felt that 
fees for marriages and funerals were very 
low and represented a very small part of 
the expenditure at such events. 

Divorce and Ordination 

The Measure to amend Canon 9 was 
promulgated to allow divorced people and 
those married to divorcees to be considered 
for ordination. 

One could describe the debate on 
Feminist Theology as a piquant sauce. Is 
there one version of this theology or 
several, and are some of the ideas acceptable 
and others not? Should the thinking 
behind it be explored in theological col- 
leges? Is it the language, the imagery or 
the revelation that is at fault? 

And so to the coffee — but no coffee 
for those who prefer Nescafe! Angered by 
the continued promotion of breast-milk 
substitutes by Nestles in much of the third 
world where it often causes the death of 
babies. Synod called for a boycott of 
Nescafe. An amendment proposed by the 
Revd Dr Susan Cole-King, of Abingdon, 
was passed, which called on the Government 
to implement the code drawn up by the 
World Health Organisation and to control 
exports of bottle feeding products to 
developing countries. 

Hilary Unwin 

Next Sessions, London, on November 
10, 1991. 

Hilary Unwin is a member of The General 
Synod . and - Twining Office v fqr The 
J Amersham Deanery. 
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OPINION 


by William Purcell 


What price the family today? 


It seems that the family as we have 
known it — mum, dad and the kids 
— is rather on the way out nowadays. 
It is in Britain and Europe, anyway, 
where the population according to 
official sources is in long-time decline. 
To put it bluntly, there is a birth 
dearth. To put it in figures, the 
average woman produces, in auaint 
statistician-speak, 1.8 babies. Tnat is 
one fewer than 30 years ago — a 
drop of 25 per cent since the 1960’s. 

These government studies of social 
trends, together with a recent report 
of the Family Policy Studies Centre, 
can be startling when you think about 
their implications. They also contain 
some fascinating facts. Did you know 
for instance: 

That while European women have 
fewer babies, their sisters in India, 
Egypt, and other Eastern and Third 
World countries are having more and 
more? Result, a worldwide population 
imbalance before too long. 

That quite soon there will be more 
old people than young people in 
Britain. Result, a less dynamic popu- 


lation, and a bigger burden on the 
younger to support the oldet;. So, in 
2020, one in five Europeans will be 
under 20; a quarter will be over 60. 

• That it does not appear to be any 
longer true that predominantly Roman 
Catholic populations have more chil- 
dren. In fact, while Eire breaks even, 
Italy is down — the lowest in the 
European Community area. 

That the current exception to this 
downward trend is Sweden, where 
fertility has been increasing since the 
mid-1980’s. This could be because 
family benefits, parental leave from 
work and other measures have been 
taken to make it easier for women to 
have families. The Germans have 
been doing the same sort of thing. 
For the same reason, too — concern 
about their falling birth rate. There is 
a ‘motherhood money’ grant of £195 
a month. They also have a publicity 
campaign running the message ‘Chil- 
dren are fun, and life enriching’. 

However, it is easy enough to get 
lost in these facts and figures. But 
there is one important one omitted. 


What price the family? In terms 
human and divine — for this is in 
essence a religious question — how 
important is the family? Are mum, 


dad and the kids living together, 
loving together, growing together, as 
they have for so long, worth preserv- 
ing? In Christian terms there can be 
only one answer — Yes. True, a 
country with the second highest di- 
vorce rate in Europe, and where no 
less than 14 per cent of all so-called 
families are one parent, is going to 
have a hard time maintaining this 
ideal. But it just has to be done, 
somehow. Why? Because no better 
way of getting through life has yet 
been devised than that sometimes 
maddening, sometimes saddening, yet 
many, many times gladdening institu- 
tion — the family. 

That is my opinion, anyway. What 
do you think? 

Canon William Purcell is a former 
producer of BBC Radio Midlands 
religious programmes and the author 
of many books including The Christian 
in Retirement. 


MONEY MATTERS? 


For independent and impartial advice 
on how to invest wisely, including 

Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Being a caring employer 
Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 


FIMBRA 

, MEMtU V > 


Quest Financial Services 
Midland Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 


uest financial services 


Cricketers 
reach cup 
final again 

The Oxford Diocesan cricket 
team has reached the final 
of the Church Times Cup 
for the third successive year, 
following the narrowest of 
victories against old rivals 
Liverpool. 

Excellent batting by Mitra, 
Wingfield-Digby and Hughes 
put Oxford in a strong 
position. But lack-lustre 
fielding brought Liverpool 
to the brink of victory -with 
two balls left they needed 5 
runs to win with two wickets 
in hand. Their captain, at 
97 not out, hit the next ball, 
a no ball, for 4 to level the 
scores. He pushed the next 
for a single, and missed the 
last, leaving the scores level 
and Oxford the victors hav- 
ing lost fewer wickets. 

Oxford 262 for 5 (Mitra 
73, Wingfield-Digby 61, 
Hughes 39); Liverpool 262 
for 9 (Mitra 3 for 33, 
Gordon 2 for 85). 

Supporters are most 
welcome at the final against 
London at Southgate Cricket 
Club on Thursday, Septem- 
ber 5. 

Evangelism 

Bucks Ecumenical Council 
are holding a day conference 
on September 28 in Great 
Missenden. It is an oppor- 
tunity to debate, leayi and 
reflect on Evangelism in the 
county. The keynote speaker 
for ‘Evangelism and Service 
Together’ is Canon Martin 
Reardon, General Secretary 
of Churches Together in 
England. Other speakers are 
the Revd Christopher Hall, 
Co-ordinator of Christian 
Concern for One World; 
Canon Carl Garner, Canon 
Missioner, St Albans Dio- 
cese; and members of the 
Walton LEP Team, an ecu- 
menical project in Milton 
Keynes. 

Places, which must be 
booked in advance, are £2. 
Contact Anne Kerr, Ecu- 
menical Secretary, Chiltern 
House, Lee Common, Great 
Missenden, Bucks HP16 
9LD, tel. 024 020 227. 

Fenton honoured 

The Revd Canon John 
Fenton, Sub Dean of Christ 
Church Cathedral and a 
Residentiary Canon of the 
Cathedral for thirteen years, 
has been appointed an Hon- 
orary Canon of Christ 
Church by the Bishop of 
Oxford. He plans to retire 
next year. 


Sunday laws — 
take up stance 
urges Bishop 


Christians in the Diocese 
are being urged to take a 
stand on the issues of Sunday 
observance and Sunday trad- 
ing. At a recent meeting of 
the Diocese’s Board for So- 
cial Responsibility, the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, said: 
“With the current debate 
on Sunday trading it^ is 
important for Church mem- 
bers to think clearly about 
their position”. 

It is not, however, just a 
case of trying to fill the 
ews or impose Christian 
eliefs on doubters. It’s 
about the health of the 
community. “A common day 
of rest is essential to main- 
tain not only the health and 
well-being of individuals, but 
also of family and commu- 
nity relationships,” said the 
Revd Richard Thomas, Di- 
ocesan Communications Of- 
ficer. 

“The day of rest is of 
divine origin and command,” 
he explained. “It is a day 
set apart ‘to the Lord’, but 
given ‘to mankind’ for our 
health and well-being. The 
idea is not a negative one, 
of restricting activity and 
enjoyment. It should be a 
day when people can be 

Starting a 

The Bishop of Buckingham* 
the Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
plans to visit 24 churches on 
a 30-mile cycle ride on 
September 14. He will be 
just one of thousands of 
cyclists and walkers in the 
Diocese who will take to 
the roads on the Historic 
Churches Sponsored Cycle 
Ride. 

Last year, more than three 
thousand cyclists raised 
£101,500 for the Trust and 
for their local churches. 
Bishop Simon is donating 
half the money to the build- 
ings fund of the City Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone in 
Milton Keynes, and the oth- 
er half to the Historic 
Churches Trust. For details 
of your county representa- 
tive, booking forms and fur- 
ther information see notice 
on the back page. 

Bishop Simon is also using 
the ride to celebrate the 
125th anniversary of the 
Reader Ministry. Readers 
in his Archdeaconry are 
being asked to help with 
sponsorship, and the money 
raised will be handed oyer 


can be together with family 
and friends, to enjoy cre- 
ation and to make good the 
overdraft of stress or separ- 
ation, accumulated during 
the working week.” 

Sister Maureen Farrell 
FJC, Chaplain to the shop- 
ping centre in central Milton 
Keynes is particularly con- 
cerned about low paid shop 
workers. “Their pattern of 
living centres around the 
existence of weekends. The 
introduction of Sunday trad- 
ing would completely disrupt 
this pattern, and adversely 
affect their family contact,” 
she said. 

The Board for Social Re- 
sponsibility support the Keep 
Sunday Special Campaign, 
which proposes four categor- 
ies of shop be exempt from 
restrictions. They are those 
selling items for recreational 
purposes, (ie, guides, sou- 
venirs), for emergency use, 
social gatherings, and goods 
essential for travelling. 

Our church is already act- 
ing on Bishop Richard’s 
request. The Peachcroft 
Christian Centre, Abingdon 
has produced ‘Sunday Mat- 
ters’, a policy document for 
discussion. * 

new cycle 

at a Eucharist in celebration 
Reader Ministry at St 
Mary’s, Aylesbury on 
November 14. 

•Correction: ‘Making the 
Most of your Church’, a 
conference for clergy and 
churchwardens in the Oxford 
Archdeaconry, will be held 
on Saturday October 19 and 
not October 1 as stated in 
the July DOOR. Apologies 
to the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee and Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust, 
who are sponsoring the 
confer ence. 

New director 

The Revd David Streater, 
rector of Kingham, is to be 
the new Director of the 
Anglican evangelical group, 
the Church Society, from 
October 1. David, with his 
wife Valerie, served in the 
Bible Institute in South 
Africa for 15 years, returning 
to the UK three years ago. 
It is important, he believes, 
to maintain the evangelical 
reformed tradition in the 
Church, but to make it 
relevant to the end of the 
20th century. 


Last lap of marathon 


Almost at the end of his 200-mile walk round his Archdeaconry, the Bishop of Reading, the 
Right Revd John Bone, wasn’t too tired to open a fete at Steventon, near Abingdon, and 
demonstrate his prowess with a croquet mallet. The fete raised £1400 for St Michael and All 
Angels Church. Bishop John, who arrived safely home on July 14, will be looking back on 

his journey in the October DOOR. Photo: Courtesy of Oxford and County Newspapers 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


Two of Oxford’s Christian 
book shops, St Clements 
and St Ebbe’s, have been 
taken over by St Andrew’s 
Bookshops Ltd, adding to 
their chain in Great 
Missenden, Reading, 
Maidenhead and Wolverton, 
Milton Keynes. St Aldate’s 
Bookshop has closed to 
allow for extension of its 
coffee shop. .But, we are 
assured, it will retain ‘a 
significant book presence’ 
and will also be run by St 
Andrew’s. 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


Synod sleeps out 
for the homeless 


Young apprentices from 
Alcan have presented a cross 
and candlesticks, which they 
made themselves, to the 
newly opened Katharine 
House Hospice at Banbury. 
They are already in use in 
the chapel which is always 
open for patients, staff, 
helpers or visitors. 


Settling down for a hard night s sleep on the pavements 
York are General Synod members, Canon David Goldie 
(Milton Keynes) and the Revd Susan Cole King (Dorchester 
upon Thames). During National Sleep Out Week they 
represented the Oxford Diocese in a sleep out at the York 
Synod in July in aid of Church Urban Fund projects for the 

homeless. Photo: John Applegate 


The Bible Reading Fellow- 
ship is moving to Oxford. It 
is entering into a manage- 
ment arrangement with Lion 
Publishing pic, but will main- 
tain its own identity, imprint 
and editorial stance. 


BRIEFS 
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. Treheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

AH types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on 1Y140) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP 18 9HY 



DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 
and UK STOCKISTS of 
NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 

Price Lists and details on request from: 


uttwnL 


F. A. DUMONT LTD. High Street. Lymingc 
Folkestone. Kent CTI8 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193 
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TOURIST GUIDE & INFORMATION SERVICE FOR A 
WORLD FAMOUS UNIVERSITY CITY 

• Walking tours of Cambridge • Any size party 

• Historic City — Colleges — • Special rates for senior citizens 

Churches — Gardens — Museums and children 

• Speciality tours to cover individual • Pre-visit illustrated talks available 

interests • Fully qualified guides 

For details and bookings: 

Cambridge (0223) 462279/208132/232020 (24 hours) 


ST JOHN'S COLLEGE 
CHOIR 
CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys' voices for this world-famous Choir will be held on 

Saturday, 12 October 1991 


St John's College, at 9 a.m. 

Choristers are educated at St John's College School and are 
awarded Scholarships which are worth £4,500 a year. 
Candidates should not be younger than 7 years, nor be older than 
9 Vi years, on the date of the trial. 

Please apply to 

The College Organist for particulars 



Experience Counts 


The craftsmen at New Stone will restore 
building to its finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. The 
finished appearance is as importa 
as the cutting back to sound stone 
and careful reinforcement to 
ensure the repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future restoration. 


™ — NEW STONE 

H WM AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDDLESEX HA4 8NQ TEL 0895676184 FAX 0895621574 


HILSEA 



COLLEGE 


OAKLEY, BASINGSTOKE, RG23 7EJ 

Enthusiastic developments in line with the 
National Curriculum 

Co-educational day boarding and weekly boarding 
school for ages 5-16. Small classes. Facilities for 
dyslexia and learning difficulties. In-house riding 
school 'College Riding, qualified instructors, prepara- 
tion for riding examinations. 

Instrumental music, Army Cadet Force, lively St John 
Quadrilaterial Division, Badgers, Nursing Cadet and 
Adult Brigade, two ambulances, open to all. 

A very friendly, caring family atmosphere a priority. 
Limited places still available for entry at 9 and 11. 
Applications will be considered for other age groups 
for September 1991. 

Certain bursaries available. 


Supervision for day children before and after school 
hours. 


For Prospectus apply to 
The Secretary 
Tel: (0256) 780222 


An ordinary Christian 



challenge to it. He was ill 
for three months, and 
certainly that made a differ- 
ence to our relationship be- 
cause he was irritable, 
couldn’t drive or work, and 
couldn’t cope with light or 
noise. 

Then, about 18 months 
later he had cancer, and 
there was a much stronger 
sense of threat. I don’t 
think I was angry with God, 
but just uncertain for the 
future. I had been anxious 
before about how I would 
cope in a crisis as regards 
my faith. But there was 
more certainty than I had 
expected. He was ill at the 
time that David Watson 
died of cancer, despite all 
the prayers that had been 
said for him. I would not 
have had a sense of failed 
prayers if Martin had died. 
It would just have been that 
things had progressed too 
far. 

But Martin recovered, and 
I am much better now at 
celebrating anniversaries, 
and living for today, and 
stopping to take stock to 
find out what God wants 
me to do. For two years 
after he was ill we went on 
a camping holiday with other 
families to the Franciscan 
base in Dorset. One moving 
experience was when we 
were allowed to help dig 
the grave for one of the 
brothers who had just died. 
I see that, and sharing time 
with friends who have been 
dying, as part of the way I 
have learned to be less 
fearful about death. 

Looking back to myself 
as an unconfident young 
person, I see an enormous 
change. God seemed very 
vague to start with. Now, 
he is a real person I can 


Rosemary Peirce 


with her because she was a 
Christian. Church was part 
of the framework of my 
life. It was something my 
parents gave us as children, 
though it was not part of 
their own lives. In any case, 
being a GP was not much 
fun in those days, and my 
father didn’t have Sundays 
off. 

At boarding school we 
had formal Confirmation 
classes, and I was Confirmed 
at 13 because everyone else 
was. I was surprised to find 
that my brother had decided 
to wait because he realised 
that you didn’t have to be 
Confirmed. It was something 
I hadn't thought about, but 
just did with the crowd. I 
wasn’t sorry, but I was 
suddenly aware that you 
had the choice. 

Going to church when I 
was nursing was a much 
more conscious thing. I had 
a strong sense of a Christian 
basis within the hospital, 
and of the chaplain caring 
about the staff as well as 
the patients. But when I 
met Martin I don’t think I 
was conscious of what being 
a vicar’s wife would entail. I 
hadn’t met any vicar’s wives 
except the wife of Martin’s 
vicar, who said that the 
most important thing was to 
be yourself and take time 
off with your family. But I 
hadn’t got a clue about 
tramps on the doorstep, or 
church halls, or the expecta- 


tion that I would run The 
Mothers’ Union or anything 
like that. 

One of the hardest things 
was trying to be a good 
mum, a good wife, and also 
good up front as far as the 
parish was concerned. I’d 
find myself trying to keep 
the children quiet in the 
house, and it was hard to 
find time for them and for 
me. Of course, I was just 
facing many of the sort of 
pressures any young mum 
faces. 

When I was first a curate’s 
wife I was told not to worry 
about people’s expectations, 
just to be myself. But people 
did say that they enjoyed 
having a clergy wife around, 
and I suspect that in a sense 
my response to people’s 
expectations may have col- 
oured my decision to work 
in the parish rather than to 
go back to nursing. I decided 
to train in bereavement 
counselling and to be around 
when people called in. So, 
in fulfilling myself I also 
became what people hoped 
for in the parish. 

In 1981 Martin had a 
cerebral haemorrage and we 
both knew when he was 
first ill that it was a poten- 
tially life-threatening illness. 
I had been very aware before 
that of leading what you 
might call a charmed life: 
things had been good, and 
although our marriage was 
strong there hadn’t been a 


* I am very aware that I 
f am just an ordinary 
^ Christian. Someone 
said to me that no one else 
was fool enough to put 
themselves forward for Di- 
ocesan President of The 
Mothers’ Union — and, in 
a sense, that may be true. 
But three years ago I was 
less surprised to be asked to 
take on the office than I 
might once have been. I felt 
that I had been prepared by 
my earlier experiences as a 
Mothers’ Union member. I 
was available, and I had a 
strong sense of the need to 
look at what my ‘calling’ as 
a lay person might be, and 
to go out and do something 
to change the world even if 
I was quaking inside. 

When I was a child my 
grandmother lived next 
door, and I went to church 


Photo: Frank Blackwell 
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relate to and talk to and 
share things with. I do have 
a sense of God the Father 
as a loving father, because I 
had a good experience of a 
loving father, but I have 
needed the encouragement 
that He accepts me as I am. 

One of the things I have 
found especially hard is 
keeping up the commitment 
to prayer and Bible reading. 
I am ashamed to admit that 
I haven’t always read my 
Bible or said my prayers. 
Others have been relieved 
to admit it too, but I suspect 
there are others who are 
horrified to know that some- 
one who has made the 
promise to do it hasn’t 
always kept that promise. I 
have been jealous of the 
fact that Martin had the 
fellowship and framework 
of working and praying in a 
clergy team. So this year, 
when the Gulf crisis came, I 
decided that I would go to 
the Cathedral with him and 
say prayers with the group 
there. Going on retreats 
and quiet days and talking 
with our MU Chaplain, with 
the chance for quiet and to 
listen to an outsider’s per- 
spective, are also ways I 
have found helpful to see 
where my spiritual journey 
is taking me now. 

My commitment to a 
Christian way of life is 
spearheaded through The 
Mothers’ Union at the mo- 
ment. Discussing my faith, 
reading ‘religious books’, 
meeting and experiencing 
what being a Christian means 
to other people, and sharing 
different kinds of worship 
were not things I did much 
as a young adult. Now, 
because of my job, I have 
met many other Christians 
who clearly have a very 
strong sense of God in their 
lives. The experiences they 
have shared with me, all 
expressed in different ways, 
have been both humbling 
and enriching. I don’t know 
what the future holds but I 
feel certain now that what- 
ever happens, all A 
shall be well. J 


Rosemary Peirce was born 
in Kingston, Surrey, where 
her father was a G.P. She 
trained as a nurse at St 
Thomas's Hospital in Lon- 
don, before marrying Martin 
Peirce, now the Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands. She 
was a vicar's wife in 
Croydon, Fare ham, Langley 
and Oxford and since 1977 
has been a member of The 
Mothers' Union, becoming 
Diocesan President in 1989. 
Her term of office expires at 
the end of this year and she 
has agreed to accept a second 
three-year term. 



SHEPHERDS 

DENE 

RETREAT 1991 

7-11 October 
RETREAT FOR 
WIVES OF CLERGY 

The Revd Peter Kenney 

11-15 November 

RETREAT FOR LAY 
WORKERS 

DEACONS AND PRIESTS 

The Venerable Leslie Stanbridge 

Further information from: 
David Bennell, 
Shepherds Dene 
Retreat House and Conference 
Centre, Riding Mill, 
Northumberland NE44 6AF 

TEL: 0434 682 212 



Buy one 
pair — 
receive 
two! 

Have the free pair 
tinted for 
only £8 


Now when you buy a new pair of specs and choose a frame 
costing £24.95 or more, you can have an extra pair free, 
from a large selection of special styles. Ask our helpful 
staff for details. 

Offer covers same single vision prescription from 10,000 lenses in stock Bifocal lenses available at small extra 
charge. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

42 Northbrook Street, .Newbury. Telephone (9635) 46105 

David Grieves FADO Qualified Optician ofSpecsavers 
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MOTHERS’ UNION 

The media - now it’s your move 


You may be a radio buff, 
tele-addict or perhaps a 
newspaper hound, but what- 
ever your favourite medium 
there are bound to be pro- 
grammes and articles which 
make your hackles rise, your 
sides split or the tears flow. 
Do you protest, or congratu- 
late the programme makers? 
Suggest improvements or 
alternatives? The chances are 
that you don’t. But the 
Media Awareness Project 
(MAP), hosted by the 
Mothers’ Union, aims -to 
change all that. 

This ecumenical project, 
now in its third year, was 
formed by the Jerusalem 
Trust. The MU was an ideal 
host as its media department 
was already working in the 
field with a countrywide net- 
work of watching groups. 
Christine Zwart interviewed 
Heather Harris (pictured 
right), MAP area organiser 
for the Diocese and regular 
contributor to BBC Radio 
Oxford’s ‘Topical Thoughts’. 

What are aims of the Media 
Awareness Project? 

MAP aims to increase aware- 
ness of the effects of the 
media, to improve under- 
standing of how the media 
works and encourage people 
to criticise constructively. It 
provides information and re- 
sources from fact sheets to 
videos. 

We have support branches 
all over the UK and run 
conferences every year. It is 
open to both men and 
women, although we don’t 
have nearly enough men. 
Ecumenically, it’s blossom- 
ing. The Roman Catholic 
Church and the Salvation 
Army are two of our keenest 
members, but all the main- 
stream Churches are behind 
us. For a small annual sub- 
scription members (now over 
800) receive newsletters and 
bulletins with up-to-date in- 
formation on the media. 

So if you join MAP you can 
use their sophisticated knowl- 
edge rather than go it alone? 

Yes. A lot of people are 
upset by something and don’t 
know what to do, so they 
do nothing. Our leaflet gives 
the addresses of the press 
and broadcasting councils. 

As a former member of 
the BBC General Advisory 
Council, I realised that peo- 
ple in the industry do take 
public opinion seriously. For 
every letter that comes in 
they reckon on another thou- 
sand people feeling the 
same. 


We tend to forget that 
through our television li- 
cences, and by paying extra 
on our soap powder etc. 
which, through advertising, 
is what funds independent 
television, we have a com- 
mercial stake — and the 
broadcasters don’t want to 
offend us deliberately. This 
goes for newspapers too. 
Being media-aware means 
being aware of the implica- 
tions and the consumer 
power we have. 


we need to be more aware 
of how the media works. 
We can then be more respon- 
sible viewers, listeners and 
readers instead of just being 
media victims. The media is 
part of our lives and influ- 
ences us in ways we’re not 
aware of. We need to be in 
the driving seat. 

But it’s important to stress 
that MAP is media-friendly 
and not just out to criticise. 
We suggest at the beginning 
that you look for things that 


The MU media depart- 
ment is also working with 
British Action for Chil- 
dren’s Television on a 
survey of TV watching in 
pre-school children. From 
February/March to this 
month (September) par- 
ents throughout the coun- 
try have been observing 
their children’s reactions 
to programmes and then 


completing question- 
naires. Results will be 
collated and distributed 
by the National Film 
Council. Last year a sur- 
vey was carried out into 
child/parent relationships 
as portrayed on television. 
Contact the MU media 
department for further 
information. 


To most of us the world of 
television and newspapers 
seems very large and very 
grand. Do you think the 
person in the street should he 
concerned about the media? 

Everyone should be con- 
cerned about the media, 
particularly Christians. Call- 
ed to be the eyes and ears 
of Jesus in the world means 


are praiseworthy. If you 
only make rubbishing state- 
ments people don’t listen 
when you are being con- 
structive. I think the media 
is very exciting, and this is 
one of the things we want 
to get across. 

So what exactly do you want 
people to do? 


Ciiiirig : ;f#rT|p| 



An ecumenical team of Banbury cyclists, Des Roberts, 
Father John Taylerson from St John’s Roman Catholic 
Church, and Kevin Quinn are pictured (left to right) on the 
eve of a marathon 300-mile ride due to start from 
Canterbury to York on August 6. The ride, which was 
expected to take three days, aimed to raise funds for the 
LIFE organisation, the non-denominational association 
opposed to abortion, which this year celebrates its 21st 
birthday. 

“But what we are celebrating most is the Banbury LIFE 
house which was opened in 1981, and which has provided 
many pregnant women and homeless mothers and their 
babies with much needed accommodation,” said Kevin 
Quinn, Associate Secretary of the Care and Housing Trust 
committee and a Roman Catholic. 


Somerset 

Cl. 1022 

Ornamental Wrought Iron 
workers and renovators of decorative hand wrought 
screens, balustrades, wall decorations and garden furniture. 

TEL: 0373 62609 



UNDER 

STRESS? 

Stress therapist Marie Bewley 
fully qualified in Reflexology and 
Physical Essential Oils Therapy, 
has set up her practice in 
Abingdon. Her leading ministry 
has been blessed by Lord 
Coggan at Bede House Convent. 


For further information 



HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 

Thames Street, Oxford OX1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 


Telephone: 

ABINGDON 555932 


ANNE DAY 

BOOKSEARCH 

NO FEE. 

NO OBLIGATION. 

Specialising in 
theology titles but 
all enquiries 
welcomed. 

0252 549852 

(24 hours) 



We’d like people to become 
active participants and, using 
their consumer power, be- 
come aware themselves. It 
really is a burning subject. 
How many young parents 
are aware, for instance, that 
the culture their children 
are breathing in comes main- 
ly through the media. 

So the first stage is helping 
people to understand what’s 
happening? 

That’s right. These are the 
great mediums of communi- 
cation and now you can 
speak to millions. As 
Christians we should be in 
on that too, bringing our 
values into humorous pro- 
grammes, plays and things 
which aren’t under the relig- 
ious heading but are part of 
the fabric of life. 

One of my concerns as a 
mother of teenagers , is videos . 
Yes, this is an important 


area. We have met with the 
new self-regulating body, the 
Video Standards Council, 
which is aware of public 
concern that young people 
may be influenced by some 
of the horror films for in- 
stance, and that some video 
shops have bad names. 

But if people become me- 
dia-aware I would hope they 
would go into their local 
video shop and ask if they 
are a member of the Stan- 
dards Council, and that sort 
of thing. It’s important be- 
cause parents must take 
some responsibility. 

I remember a marvellous 
heading in one of the MAP 
bulletins ‘Can you be a Chris- 
tian and read THE SUN?’. 
Do you think you can , as a 
good Christian , watch televi- 
sion and read the popular 
press? 

It’s very important to be in 
touch. But we find that 


most Christians don’t tend 
to read the tabloids which, 
of course, are the most 
popular. If we really want 
to reach out we need to 
know what helps people 
form their opinions. 

Whether you have a tele- 
vision or not is something 
for your own conscience. 
We do have to live in the 
world as Christians. I’ve 
never really gone along with 
the idea that we keep our- 
selves completely separate. 

Do you think you’ve had any 
effect yet on the media? 

It’s difficult to quantify. Our 
funding is peanuts compared 
to commercial concerns. The 
people who serve in the 
areas as I do, do it out of 
commitment, our Christian 
stewardship. There’s nothing 
financial in it for us.We 
have to work very hard at 
grass-roots level. It’s a bit 
like dropping a stone in a 
pool of water, the ripples 
are very gradual. 

We want MAP to be much 
more locally based. I’m hop- 
ing to raise a local group 
and I’ve spoken in the three 
counties of the Diocese try- 
ing to encourage others. 

I’m really a resource per- 
son. But it’s going to be 
down to people working 
their patches around the 
country, building up initia- 
tives and enthusing. We’re 
going to get nowhere without 
enthusing people. We want 
people who are interested 
enough to take it further. 

If you would like to find 
out more please contact Mrs 
Heather Harris, MAP Area 
Organiser, The Vicarage, 
Park Road, Stoke Poges, 
Slough SL2 4PE or MAP, 
24 Tufton Street, London 
SW1P 3RB. 


IF YOU DON’T 
BELIEVE YOUR 
PENSION 
WILL BE 
BIG ENOUGH, 
HAVE A 
LITTLE CHAT 
ABOUT THIS 



By the time we've talked you through 
this little book, you'll understand all about 
boosting your pension with our Allchurches 
regular savings scheme. 

Technically, it’s known as a free-standing 
additional voluntary contribution plan. 

In layman's language, that means it lets 
you top up your normal pension - ideal if 
you started pension planning late, or you 
want a tax-efficient way to make sure 
you re better off in retirement. 

Yet another good point about our plan 
is that part or all of your contributions can 
be invested in our Amity Fund, which 
invests only in companies conscious of 
their role in the community and responsi- 
bilities to the environment. 

You can contribute on a regular or lump 
sum basis, include life cover if you want, 
and enjoy tax relief on contributions at the 
highest rate you pay. So the plan can be 
tailored to your personal needs. 

If you're in any doubt about your 
pension being big enough, now’s the time 
to send for all the details, and put your 
mind at rest about life after work. 

The Allchurches Freestanding AVC Plan 
is unit-linked. Please remember that the 
price of units can fall as well as rise. 

Allchurches Life 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Send to: Allchurches Life. FREEPOST (GR 1717). Beaufort House. 
Brunswick Road. Gloucester GLI I )Z. Please arrange for one of your 
representatives to call and explain the Allchurches Free Standing 
Additional Voluntary Contribution Plan WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
Tick this box if you do not want to be contacted, but require 
literature Q 


_ Date of Birth_ 


_ Postcode_ 


l_ 


Allchurches Life Assurance Ltd Reg No. 243111 England Registered Office: Beaufort House Brunswick Road Gloucester GLI l|Z 
A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 

Members of LAUTRO IMROand UTA Relevant Investment Business - Life Assurance and Unit Trusts. 
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CONTACT THE SPECIALIST 

WENDOVER TAXIS 

Airports daily contracts, local work, school work, weddings, 
executive private hire. 7 days a week, 24 hours per day. 
Please call by our office ad pick up a free copy of the Australia 
News, South African News and Canadian News. 

Tel: Wendover (0296) 6962261/624838 
Station Approach, 

Wendover Railway Stations, 
Wendover, Bucks. HP22 6ES j 


F 


COSMETICALLY 

YOURS 

Afro and European hair and 
beauty Salon Specialists. 

Weddings and all occasions 
catered for. 





Hair extensions for all types of hair. 
Sugaring and fashion fair make up available. 
All to make your wedding perfection. 

78 Hollow Way, Cowley, Oxford 
Tel: Oxford 776299 
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fancy tEhatt 

$dti**erie 


& 


Registered Home Caterer 

Willowmead, Ickleton Road, Wantage, Oxon 0X12 9JA 

Wedding cakes at sensible prices 

Desserts and Patisserie for Receptions and other 
Occasions 

Alison Biddle Member British Sugarcraft Guild 

Wantage (023 57) 2478 
Fax: 023 57 68034 


HAVING A BIT OF A DO? 

FROX 

Invite you to see their collection of evening wear, 
cocktail dresses and ball gowns available for hire also 
suits, dresses, bridal and evening wear made especially 
for you. 

Phone Val/Brenda 265377/257617 


DUKE THEATRICAL DYES 

Satin shoes dyed to match outfit 
Wedding - ballet - theatre - 
evening wear 

Fast delivery / postal service. 

Tel 081-788 3529 



— -Hotel — 

T HIS 17th Century Post House and Coaching Inn is 
situated in the heart of Deddington, a small friendly 
village on the Cotswold border, positioned between 
Oxford and Banbury. • 

The hotel is a listed building with many original 
features, including Victorian and Inglenook fireplaces. 
The intimate oak beamed dining room, with Inglenook 
and original bread oven, provides a relaxed setting for 
eating and meeting throughout the day. All our 
bedrooms provide the Cotswold’s renowned comfort, 
warmth and character along with all present day 
facilities. 

Dogs are welcome by arrangement only. 

Deddington is an ideal location from which to tour the 
Cotswofds, taking in the history of Oxford and Banbury. 
Business travellers will appreciate the easy accessibility 
of the two major economic centres of Birmingham and 
London. 

Your Hosts: Jean , Raymond and Hugh Morris 
look forward to welcoming you to the Unicorn 

Market Place*, Deddington,. Oxfordshire OX5 4SE 
Telephone: Deddington (0869) ’38266 
Facsimile: (0869) 38036 


STEVE HOWELL 

VIDEO SERVICE 

Professional video 
service for 

WEDDINGS 

Christenings, birthdays, 
anniversaries, parties. First 
communions, concerts. Sports, 
dancing and drama events. 
Business promos and training 
etc. 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 
Covers Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. 

Tel: Aylesbury 
(0296) 20395 


COMPLETE THE 
OCCASION 

Hire a Chauffeur Driven 
Rolls-Royce at a very 
competitive price. 

Tel 08444 2618 
or 0836 571389 


THE CUSTODIANS 

believe in God and 
vegetarianism, and speak 
for the animals. 

Details from:- P. Murray, 
30 Buscot, Faringdon, 
Oxon SN7 8DF 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF PICTURE FRAMING 

Regular and Express Bespoke Service also available. 

TUES-FRI 12-8, SAT 12-6 

P* OXFORD ^gf 
(0065) 244730 

2A RANDOLPH STREET, COWLEY ROAD, OXFORD 


FAIR PRINT 

(HIGH WYCOMBE) LTD 

AN EXCELLENT COLLECTION OF WEDDING STATIONERY 
TO VIEW IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME IN THE 
AREA OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Tel: (024024) 5381 

Stocking Lane, Hughenden Valley 
High Wycombe, Bucks 


HERITAGE HIRE 

Chauffeur driven Rolls-Royce for all those special occasions. 
Weddings, race meetings, theatre trips, birthday treats. 
Free bottle of champagne with all bookings taken before 
August 31, 1991. 

Tel: Bicester (0869) 278135 
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Is THE CLARENDON 
STRING QUARTET 

Offers suitable music for your Wedding 
and/ or reception. 

Anything from Bach to Beatles! 

Telephone: 0865 515982 
or 0865 59565 
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Tel: 

Newbury 

( 0635 ) 

41817 
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Valentine Parties 
LEAD TO 
Wedding Parties 
TO HIRE 
YOUR 
DREAM 
COSTUME 

contact Betty and 
Sheila Robbins on 

Oxford 

240268. 


BUYING YOUR FIRST HOME? 

FOR AN EFFICIENT, PERSONAL SERVICE AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE. No VAT payable. 

PATRICIA F. M. BHUTTA Solicitor 
Botley, Oxford 

Tel (0865) 863128 anytime 


DON’T LEAVE THE LIGHTS TOO LATE 

Come and visit one of the most popular seaside resorts in the 
UK. Accommodation is filling up fast, and we are perfectly 
situated in the centre of BLACKPOOL, where there is 
something for everyone. 2nd class prices for 1 st class 
accommodation, lovely family run guest house, where you 
come as a guest and leave as a friend. All rooms en-suite, 
colour TV, Tea/Coffee facilities. If that isn’t enough give us a 
call to find out more. 

Tel: (0253) 295656 (Viviene Baker) 
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StitcMn’ Tiipe 


Bridal, Bridesmaids fabrics in satin, taffeta, satin 
back shantung, silk dupion and laces. 

Appliques plain beaded. 

SUchD!’ Time 

1 Church Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks RG4 7AA 
I Telephone: 0734 478106 

_ Mon-Sat 9-5 



Present the couple with their 
heritage. Both family trees re- 
searched. 

Illuminated pedigree drawn. 
Family history book prepared. 





Ring or Write for 
free brochure: 071 485 4953 
31 Prince of Wales Road, London NW5 3LH 


3QIDE- to-be 

Excellent selection of gowns by leading ^<13 

designers including silk at realistic prices. •'A 

Hire service also available for bride and bridesmaids ) 

All Accessories to complete the picture 
Open Tues-Sat 10am-5pm; Late Night Thursday by appointment 

22 THE PARADE, OXFORD ROAD, KIDLINGTON 

Free Parking All Day 

Telephone: (08675) 6076 


Bridalwear r fiohMAnj 

and 

Eveningwear 
Hand Made 
Ao Order 



‘White Sett in ‘BridaCzucar 



Beautiful Designer 
Gowns to 

HIRE OR BUY 


Also maids, pages, shoes, * 
accessories to suit, any budget. 
Call Rosemary 


^ High Wycombe 29832 


(ANYTIME) 







SPECIALIST WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY 




From your homes through to the reception. We are 
yours exclusively for the day. With our excitingly 
different approach you don't need to make any decisions until you have 
seen the photographs ... You buy t>nly the photographs you want. 

Tel: OXFORD 7752181 1pm-9pm 
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LUXURY WEDDING 
HIRE 

LE MANS 
BLUE .• _ 

ROLLS ROYCE 
Cars available for weddings and other 
functions. 

Competetive rates. 



REFLECTIONS 

Mobile Discotheque 

Extensive use of quality equipment Rising 
the latest technology. All venues and func- 
tions catered for. Best prices with large 
selection of music from the 60s-90s. 
Contact : Mark Holmes 


443 Banbury Road, Oxford. Telephone: Oxford 52073 
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Churches Together - one year on 

Action towards a 
new commitment 


There is still a great deal of 
puzzlement over what has 
gone on in the ecumenical 
world since the winding up 
of the British Council of 
Churches last year. As we 
celebrate the first anniver- 
sary of Churches Together' 
on September 2, a little 
clarification might be help- 
ful. 

It is important 1o 
emphasise the aim of the 
so-called ‘Inter-Church Pro- 
cess’ now embodied in the 
new structures. This is to 
quote from the famous 
Swanwick Declaration of 
September 1987, that: “as a 
matter of policy at all levels 
and in all places, our Church- 
es must now move from co- 
operation to clear commit- 
ment to each other, in search 
of the unity for which Christ 
prayed, and in common 
evangelism and service of 
the world.’’ 

Those who committed 
themselves and their Church- 
es to this (some 20, including 
all the main denominations), 
and agreed to the Basis as 
founder members, “unite in 
pilgrimage those Churches 
in England which, acknowl- 
edging God’s revelation in 
Christ, confess the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour according to the 
Scriptures ...” 

Important lessons 

One of the most important 
lessons learned from the 
Inter-Church Process was 
that the working out of 
ecumenism at local level 
had often been overlooked. 
A shift of thinking and 
action was needed. 

But how were the Church- 
es to put these ideas into 
practice? To begin with, 
unlike the old British Coun- 
cil of Churches, each nation 
would have its own body. 
This meant that Churches 
Together in England (CTE) 
was to be a brand new 
creature. Though the English 
can no longer shelter under 
a British umbrella, there is 
an umbrella body for all 
four nations called the Coun- 
cil of Churches for Britain 


and Ireland (CCBI). 

Secondly, there would no 
longer be staff employed to 
work together for the 
Churches. There are no staff 
for Churches Together in 
England, other than a Gene- 
ral Secretary and two Field 
Officers. Ecumenism is now 
owned by the Churches, 
who have built up enough 
trust together to share deci- 
sion making, consult, del- 
egate and take action. This 
is much more challenging 
and, indeed, more difficult, 
as the Gulf War statements 
from the different Churches 
showed. 

Grass roots level 

Thirdly, in order to tap 
into local ecumenism and 
gain from what is happening 
at grass-roots level, emphasis 
was to be given to building 
up the county, or metropoli- 
tan, ecumenical bodies. 
These were to be the main 
vehicles for enabling, sup- 
porting and sponsoring ecu- 
menical projects in their 
area. Most of these inter- 
mediate bodies already exist- 
ed before September, but 
the Churches were encourag- 
ed to commit resources tb 
help build them up — pref- 
erably with a full or part- 
time ecumenically appointed 
Ecumenical Officer, and 
with leaders of the different 
denominations taking an ac-. 
tive part. 

Every two years, Churches 
Together in England is hold- 
ing a forum of 360 represen- 
tatives from the local, inter- 
mediate (county) and nation- 
al levels. It will be the ‘eyes 
and ears’ of the Churches, 
and will provide an oppor- 
tunity for debate and learn- 
ing. The first Forum was 
held at the end of july and 
it is hoped that it will be 
reported in The DOOR in 
October. 

Of the three counties in 
the Oxford Diocese, Church- 
es Together in Berkshire 
has the Bishop of Reading 
as Chairman, and Sister 
Janet Wilcox as Secretary 
(Greccio, c/o St Cassians, 
Kintbury, Berkshire RG15 


OSR); Buckinghamshire Ecu- 
menical Council has as 
Chairman the Revd Derek 
Stockwell, and is appointing 
Dr John Kilburn as Ecu- 
menical Officer (Flintstones, 
Dunsmore, Wendover, 
Bucks); Oxford Ecumenical 
Council has the Bishop of 
Oxford in the chair and the 
Revd Alan Simmonds as 
Secretary (5 Uplands Park 
Road, Oxford 0X2 7RU). 

The roles of these councils 
increase as ecumenical activ- 
ities grow. Local Ecumenical 
Projects (LEPs) exist 
throughout the Diocese. But 
so much more needs to be 
achieved. Every area of 
outreach, especially in this 
Decade of Evangelism, 
should be done 
ecumenically. Church con- 
gregations should be stretch- 



How the new ecumenical structure works 


ing out in Christian fellow- 
ship and love to their neigh- 
bours and to the community. 
Ecumenism must be at the 
top of every agenda. 

Yet how much have Di- 
ocesan structures changed 
their way of thinking during 
this last year? As far as the 
General Synod is concerned, 
the amount of money allo- 
cated to fund the new ecu- 
menical structures is only a 
third of the General Synod’s 


budget. It is also only a tiny 
fraction of the amount spent 
refurbishing Church House 
in London, even though it 
is realised that Churches 
Together in England and 
CCBI are so chronically 
underfunded that they can- 
not possibly do all that is 
expected of them. 

Commitment is one thing, 
expectations are another, 
and as the new organisations 
find their feet so they need 


the strong support and par- 
ticipation of their parents — 
the Churches of this nation. 

Anne Kerr 

Anne Kerr is coming to the 
end of her term of office as 
the first Ecumenical Officer 
for Buckinghamshire because 
her husband has been 
appointed Royal Navy Com - 
mander-in-Chief, Ports- 
mouth. She will be succeeded 
by Dr John Kilburn , former 
General Secretary of Toe H. 


Mission to ‘atheist’ Albania 


Open Doors , a Christian 
organisation , supports mil- 
lions of oppressed Christians 
all over the world. In April , 
under Operation Friendship 
they took love and encourage- 
ment to the long - persecuted 
Christians of Albania . 
Mothers’ Union member Mary 
Kent and her husband , John, 
joined the group. Here, Mary 
reports . 

Albania once claimed to 
be the world’s most atheistic 
state, with 75 per cent athe- 
ist, 25 per cent Muslim and 
5 per cent Christian. The 
aim of Operation Friendship 
was to contact and encourage 
Christians there, and to dis- 
tribute much-needed Chris- 
tian literature and gifts. Our 
group of 24 were from 
Great Britian, but also from 
New Zealand and America. 
A wonderful sense of unity 
and concern for each other 
grew stronger every day. 

When the Communists re- 
tained power after the recent 
riots in central Tirana, thou- 
sands of Albanians fled to 
Italy and Greece. The econ- 
omy, as in many Eastern 
European • countries, is in 
ruins, and a history of isola- 
tion and oppression has 



Mary Kent 

meant that few foreign visi- 
tors go in and very little 
information comes out. For 
all that, our young Albanian 
guide, Maylinda, spoke near- 
ly perfect English — and was 
entirely sympathetic to the 
aims of our visit. 

There is no such thing as 
an Albanian housewife. 
Women have six months off 
to have a baby, which then 
goes first to a creche, and 
then to kindergarten from 
6.30am to 7pm. Mothers 
work in the factories or 
fields, and life is very hard. 

Many buildings are ter- 
ribly dilapidated. The shops 
look poor and dowdy, with 
empty or poorly stocked 
shelves. Several commodities 
are rationed, such as meat 


' — a family is allowed one 
kg a week and ten eggs. We 
were told that many children 
had not had fruit for two 
years. 

We visited an orphanage, 
a kindergarten, a precision- 
instrument factory, an old 
people’s home run by Moth- 
er Teresa’s sisters, a matern- 
ity hospital and two Alban- 
ian homes. But we learned 
that we probably had been 
taken to the ‘show-pieces’, 
and that most of the orphan- 
ages, for instance, are much 
worse than those in Rom- 
ania. 

Until recently the penalty 
for speaking to a foreigner 
was between five and fifteen 
years imprisonment, but now 
there is much less fear. 
People are longing to find 
out about the outside world, 
and we met many Albanians, 
young and old. Although 
we had only a smattering of 
Albanian and I dredged up 
some Greek from almost 18 
years ago, it was amazing 
how ‘conversations’ took 
place. 

Christians in Albania have 
been among the most se- 
verely persecuted in the 
world. In 1967, all places of 


worship were closed and 
either desecrated, demolish- 
ed or used for secular pur- 
poses. Priests have been 
tortured, imprisoned or kill- 
ed, and the penalty for 
being found with a Bible 
was ten years in prison. 

So to go as a Christian 
group, and meet such people 
now released and to join in 
worship with them in Alban- 
ian, was incredibly moving. 
So was the privilege of 
putting New Testaments and 
Psalms in Albanian into so 
many eager hands. 

But they do need so 
much help, and the next six 
months are crucial. Aid 
agencies are beginning to 
mobilise and the Red Cross 
front Greece, UNICEF and 
our ‘Feed the Children’ from 
Reading are on their way. 

That the Albanians have 
retained their dignity, cour- 
age, warmth, friendliness 
and generosity under such 
conditions is amazing. For 
us, it was an unforgettable 
week in which we received 
infinitely more than we gave. 
For more information about 
Open Door, write to PO 
Box 6 , Witney , Oxfordshire 
0X8 7SP. 


FREELANCE 


WINDOW REPAIRS 

For specialist double glazing maintenance 

Telephone ANYTIME 
Kidlington 6089 


RHOS-UUYN AUTUMN PROGRAMME 


Sept 7th- 14th LED RETREAT. A quiet week of 
reflection and worship. 

Sept 2 1 st-28th CHRISTIAN HEALING. A week of 
thoughtful consideration of the church's role in 
healing. 

Oct 5th- 1 2th COMING WORLD CHAOS. An en- 
couraging study of the Christian's position in a con- 
demned world. 

RHOS-LLYN, PENPARC, CARDIGAN, 
WEST WALES. PHONE: (0239) 614501 
Brochure available 


THE GATEHOUSE 

Drop-in centre for homeless 
people, is seeking a new 

Part Time Administrator 
Salary from £4,700 
Interviews 30th Sept 
Job description from Caroline 
The Gatehouse, Northgate Hall 
St Michaels St, Oxford, 0X1 2DU 

Tel: (0865) 792999 

(Ans Phone) j 



Invitation to the % 
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ITS MAGIC AND ITS 

a 


Join our 10 day quality holiday in 
the heartland of 3 great religions! 
Prices from £695 

Since ancient times the land of Israel has fascinated and attracted 
people from all over the world. Birthplace of three great religions, 
the Jewish, Christian and Islamic, its sights are legendary. 

We are delighted to have arranged to show you the best of the 
country, old and new, in a holiday, specially organised for readers 
by Titan HiTours. 

From' the moment you depart locally to take your scheduled 
British Airways you can relax with all arrangements taken care of. 
So join us — at a price as magical as the places you will be 
experiencing. 

• Local departures from and to your home area and return 
scheduled flights from Heathrow airport to Tel Aviv and return. 

• Escorted throughout Israel by experienced Titan and Histours of 
Israel fepresentatives. 

• Full day tour of Old Jerusalem, ascent to the Mount of Olives 
for sensational views of the city, and sightseeing tour of Tel Aviv 
and the old port of Jaffa. 

• Visits to Nazareth, Bethlehem and the Gardens of Gethsemene. 

• Journey to the Dead Sea and boat ride across the Sea of Galilee. 

• Cable car ride up to the fortress of Masada. 

All this and much more, staying in our specially selected four-star 
hotel, with nightly dinners and lavish buffet breakfasts. 


HOLY LAND... 



ABTA 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE 8 PAGE COLOUR BRO 
TITAN TRAVEL, HITOURS HOUSE. 

46 SOMERSET ROAD, MEADVALE. 

REDHILL RH1 6LT » « * 

TELEPHONE HOTLINE: 
' V 0737 223 231 


For Group travel please contact 
Barbara Couchman 


Post axle 


Telephone(Day) 

Titan HiTours are fully bonded members of the Association of British 
Travel Agents (ABTA No: 68982) >our guarantee of quality and 
reliability. jhE DOOR 
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EDITORIAL 


Dear Synod Member, 


-i The ordination of women 


What do you think God 
thought about your July 
General Synod? As He 
has a marvellous sense of 
humour, He probably 
managed a Divine smile 
at the sheer absurd re- 
moteness of it all. 

Should Christian initi- 
ation (Baptism to the rest 
of us) be available on 
demand? Is God our 
mother as well as our 
Father, and should the 
prayer book say so? 
Ought we to give up 
Nescafe to persuade the 
makers to abandon their 
promotion of breast milk 
substitutes in Third World 
countries? It was all good 
stuff, and guaranteed you 
some lively debates. But 
do you really think it 
meant much to the aver- 
age churchgoer or, what 
is more important, to the 
average non-churchgoer? 

You are worried that 
so-called “non-inclusive 
language” may upset 
some feminists, but most 
of us are quite happy to 
say “Our Father.” After 
all, that's what Jesus said. 
And ought the Church of 
England really be taking 
on Nescafe without first 
putting their own invest- 
ment house in order? As 
for “Christian initiation” 
shouldn't you have been 
considering new ways to 
reach out to non- 
Christians, rather than 
discussing the pros an 
cons of withholding bap- 
tism from their children? 

You only have to look 
at the popular press to 
discover that our national 
moral decline has reached 
a critical point. You only 
have to walk through any 
city street to realise that 
there is a growing dissat- 
isfied and despairing 
underclass, of almost New 
York proportions. And 
above all, you only have 
to look at the latest sur- 
veys of church attendance 
to grasp that there are 
millions of souls all 
around you just waiting 
to be saved. Yet you go 
on contemplating your 
own ecclesiastical navels. 

So what is to be done? 
The Mothers’ Union seem 
to have found the answer. 
See for yourself in this 
issue. A clear vision, 
sound commonsense, a 
practical programme 
meeting real needs, and 
all firmly rooted in 
prayer. That’s it. There’s 
your answer. Abolish 
General Synod and join 
The Mothers’ Union! 

Christine Zwart 


An agonising dilemma 


At the Oxford Diocesan 
Synod Debate on the Ordi- 
nation of Women I stressed 
that a bishop was a symbol 
of unity in the Diocese. 
Over the last four years I 
have tried to be that, and 
will do my best to continue 
as such in the future. 

When the vote takes place 
in the General Synod next 
year, whichever way it goes, 
there will be a significant 
body of people within the 
Diocese who will feel disaf- 


The Bishop of Oxford voted ‘yes’ 
at the Diocesan Synod but it 
wasn’t an easy decision, he explains 


the Church as much as to does one have to wait before 
individuals. bringing about a change 

The crucial question, which is in itself right, in 
therefore, is how we distin- order to wait for general 
guish between legitimate and agreement? 
illegitimate development. It is an agonising dilemma. 
Who has the authority to If I could be even moderately 
decide? I long for the day sure that the wider Church, 

both Western and Eastern, 


‘If they are ordained, the office of Priest 
will be enriched both as a symbol and as a 
reality.’ 


fected. It will be my particu- 
lar care, together with my 
fellow bishops, to do all we 
can to make fast with bonds 
of peace the unity which the 
Spirit gives. 

I have particular responsi- 
bility as Bishop to try to 
safeguard the unity of the 
Diocese. Nevertheless, I my- 
self have to make a judge- 
ment on this issue. I voted 
in favour of this legislation 
for a positive reason. I look 
forward to the day when 
women can make their full 
and proper contribution to 
the ordained Ministry. 

Women have particular 
gifts, insights and perspec- 
tives which are in part shared 
with us now through Lay 
Ministry and the Diaconate. 
But Priesthood is, quite 
properly, honoured in the 
Church. So long as women 
are now allowed to be or- 
dained to the Priesthood 
the Church as a whole cannot 
receive the full benefit of 
what they have, through the 
Grace of God, to offer. If 
they are ordained, the office 
of Priest will be enriched 
both as a symbol and a 
reality. 

I recognise that tradition 
— including Biblical tradi- 
tion — does not envisage 
this possibility. But I believe, 
with John Henry Newman, 
in development. There are 
depths of insight in the New 
Testament which it might 
take many subsequent gener- 
ations to draw out. Some- 
times those depths of insight 
are contrary to the surface 
meaning of the scriptural 
text. But under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, the 
Church is led to draw them 
out, develop and change. 
Newman’s famous words 
that “to live is to change, 
and to be perfect is to have 
changed often”, applies to 


could come to a common 
mind on this issue within, 
say, even 50 years, I think I 
would have to put the unity 
of the Church first. But that 
when we can have a truly is not likely, at least as far 
Ecumenical Council again, as the Eastern Church is 
when the mind of the Church concerned. I believe, there- 
in its wholeness can indeed fore, that the Church of 
be gauged. England should, with many 

It is a great weakness that other Churches in the Angli- 
we have at the moment to can communion and the 


make decisions on our own. 
Yet it may be that now, as 


majority of the reformed 
Churches, further pioneer 


at the Reformation, we can the way for the Church as a 
pioneer the way for the whole, 
wider Church. Certainly very We do this with mixed 
many Roman Catholics are feelings: we have a sense 
hoping that the Church of that the Holy Spirit is leading 
England will decide in favour us to draw out the deeper 
of the Ordination of Women, implications of the Gospel 
the ground for a but also a consciousness of 
the sin of disunity which 
besets this as so much else 
of what we do. So I voted 


preparing 
similar decision within the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

I recognise that for 


‘It may be that now, as at the Reformation, 
we can pioneer the way for the wider 
Church.’ 


signifi ant number of people, in favour for a positive, 
and I am thinking particular- reason, that God may further 
ly of some of the best- enrich his Church by the 
priests in this Diocese, this gifts and ministry of women 
is not something they can at in the ordained Priesthood, 
the moment contemplate be- and I will be praying that 
cause of their proper sense sooner rather than later this 


proper 

of belonging to the wider may be the right step not 
Church, which has not yet just for the Church of Eng- 


reached a positive judgement 
on this issue. But how long 


land but for the 
Church of Christ. 


whole 
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Window on Narnia 

The Christ figure of Aslan the lion and Fledge the flying 
horse are just two of the characters from C.S. Lewis’s much 
loved Narnia books which appear in a remarkable new pair 
of engraved windows recently completed at Holy Trinity 
Church, Headington Quarry in Oxford. They were commis- 
sioned as part of the terms of a generous bequest to the 
church by George and Kathleen Howe in memory of their 
children, William and Margaret who died aged 16 and two. 

The windows, by the artist Sally Scott, were dedicated by 
the Venerable Frank Weston, the Archdeacon of Oxford. 
C.S. Lewis lived at The Kilns in Headington Quarry. He 
worshipped at Holy Trinity and is buried in the graveyard 
there. Pictured left to right are Rachel Wheeler, Richard 
Holder and Margaret Cooper, from the parish, who acted 
as models for the artist. 



Space for Prayer 


All this day O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible 
for thee; and every life I touch, do thou by thy Spirit 
quicken, whether through the word I speak, the prayer I 
breathe, or the life I live. Amen 


This was the personal prayer of Mary Summer, founder 
of the Mothers’ Union. It appears in Together we Pray, a 
collection of prayers, published by The Mothers’ Union in 
the Oxford Diocese. Copies are available for 50p from 


lal prayer ot Mary 
i. It appears in To, 

prayers, 

Diocese. m 

their office in the Cathedral, address on page 13. 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

The Mothers' Union in this Diocese, its President and 
officers. 

Those who are to be ordained deacon by the Bishop of 
Oxford at Christ Church Cathedral on September 29 (see list 
on page 16) 

The children, staff and governors of the Church schools in 
the Diocese, and the work of the Diocesan Education 
Department at the start of the new academic year. 

Please pray too for the progress of the negotiations to release 
all who are held hostage in the Lebanon. 


rrjr the oxford Christian 

INSTITUTE FOR COUNSELLING 

vU/v “Bear One Another’s Burdens” 

A series of seminars aimed at helping us to understand, 
and to be able to help with the wide variety of needs which 
people bring to us in the church today. 

1991 EVENING SEMINARS 

1 October Developing Self Worth Dr Mee-Yan Judge 

15 October Debt Counselling Gordon & Gill 

Ewbank 

29 October Prayer Ministry Anne Daley & 

Helen Beetham 

1991 SATURDAY SEMINARS 

2 November Singleness Barbara Stewart & 

Betty Bailey 

7 December Coping with Handicap Dr Brian Male 

1992 EVENING SEMINARS 


14 January Where is God when it Hurts 
28 January Depression 
3 March Coping with Mental Illness in 
the Church 

24 March Conflict in Marriage 


Dr Mee- Yan Judge 
Sonia Hall 


Dr John Hall 
Liz Johnson & 
Veronica Davies 
Barbara Stewart 
Dr John Hall 


5 May Bereavement 

19 May Stress _ _ 

1992 SATURDAY SEMINARS 

8 February Sexual Abuse Wendy Robinson 

7 March Coping with Protracted Illness Dr Roger Hurding 
23 May Spiritual Aspects of Listening Anne Long 

1992 CONFERENCE 

16-19 June Healing Damaged Emotions Dr David Semands 
If you are interested in attending any of these seminars or 
the conference, please write to: 

OCIC Seminars, 11 Norham Gardens, Oxford 0X2 6PS 
giving your name, address, and telephone number, and 
stating the subject and date of the seminar/conference. 
(You will then be sent an application form near to the date 
of the seminar/conference). 


NORWICH ORGAN 
395 Sprowston Road, 
Norwich NR3 4HG 



MANUFACTURERS 

Telephone: 

Norwich (0603) 404459 


SPECIALIST MANUFACTURERS OF 
HIGH QUALITY PIPELESS ORGANS 
FOR CHURCHES 

Following the success of our Walsingham 902 digital 
technology organ we have developed a three manual 
version, the Walsingham 903. Here again we have a 
drawstop console with in-built sound system and a total 
of 38 speaking stops, 6 couplers and 2 tremulants. The 
individual stops and choruses are of excellent tonal 
quality throughout. Many options are available thus 
allowing a very large degree of customer choice at a 
very modest cost. 

BASIC INSTUMENT £7,275 
INCLUDING VAT, 
DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION. 

Full details on request. 

Our brochure gives details of many other 
instruments from around £2,800 upwards. 


ENTIRELY BRITISH 


j 



Green 

working 

holiday? 


Spend a week to a month in .Southern 
Spain helping a eharity to green the 
deserts — tree planting, organic garden- 
ing, devising simple devices for the 
hungry, etc — with expert supervision. 
Live in our research centre in an idyllic 
mountain village. Work four hours a day and have the time 
to enjoy the spectacular country, swimming, sun, wholefood 
and good company. 

You pay from £45 per week (£37 low- 
waged, etc.) (Non- working visitors 
welcome at £70 a week). Send £1 for 
full details to Sunseed Desert 
Technology. 

t « V • 

SUNSEED DESERT TECHNOLOGY 

(Sunseed Trust Regd. C harity No. 292511) 

VO Box 2000, Dept DR, Cambridge CBS 81 1G. 
lei: (0284) 728863 
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Giving when it hurts 


I am writing with regard to 
the reply from Church House 
to the letters about the 
Parish Share. 

I do not feel qualified to 
comment on whether or not 
the increase in the parish 
share is fair or not. However, 
I found the following sen- 
tence in the letter from 
Church House upsetting: “In 
Oxford we believe that the 
level of giving in parishes is 
nowhere near sacrificial.” 

I appreciate that the 
amount that we give regular- 
ly to our church may be 
small, but we also sponsor a 
child in Africa by monthly 
payments, and the two to- 
gether account for a sizeable 
proportion of our family’s 
disposable income. While 
comments like this have the 
power to make me feel 
guilty that we do not give 
more, it made me think 
about what we give in a 
way which I hadn’t before. 
If we had given considerably 
less- over the past year and 
saved that money, we would 
now be able to take our 
children for a week’s holiday 
in a caravan somewhere in 
this country — as it is, we 
cannot afford it and the 
prospect is the same for 
next year. 

There must be many, es- 
pecially those with young 
families and pensioners, 
whose giving, though small, 
is sacrificial. Blanket state- 
ments such as those made 
can be very hurtful to people 
who are giving as much as 
they can. 

An Abingdon parishioner 

name and address supplied 

Generous 

giving 

Concerning the parish share 
in relation to sacrificial giv- 
ing (Secretary, Diocesan 
Board of Finance in the 
July DOOR, page 13), I do 
not think it is realised suffi- 
ciently that the Church of 
England has a particular 
problem in the upkeep and 
modernisation of its historic 
churches. 

Here in Charlbury, during 
the past two years, we have 
raised about £200,000 to 
save our parish church from 
becoming a ruin, and at the 
same time to adapt it for 
use in the 21st Century. 
During this period the PCC 
has also paid our usual 
running costs of over £20,000 
a year, half of which consti- 
tuted the Parish Share, and 
has given over £4,000 to 
church and other charities 
concerned with the poor 
and needy. 


There are just 170 people 
on the electoral roll, many 
of them pensioners; and of 
the £200,000 mentioned 
above, only £20,000 came 
from outside the parish. 
English Heritage and the 
Parish Council both refused 
a grant. These figures sug- 
gest that each church mem- 
ber has given, on average, 
about £650 per annum (or 
£13 a week after tax) directly 
to the church, without taking 
account of private giving to 
“secular” charities, or of 
the considerable voluntary 
work involved. 

While there are no 
grounds for complacency, a 
lot of church and other 
forms of charitable giving 
goes on here as elsewhere; 
and for someone on the 
staff at Church House to 
describe all this as “nowhere 
near sacrificial” is, to say 
the least, discouraging. 

Christopher Blake , 
Charlbury , Oxon. 

Misleading 

statistic? 

Terry Landsbert, in his letter 
from Church House in July’s 
DOOR, uses a misleading 
statistic when he states that 


Worthy 

response 

I have held the office of 
parish treasurer for 18 years, 
and during that time I have 
not been invariably impress- 
ed by the papers emanating 
from Church House. 

On the current correspon- 
dence concerning Parish 
Share, however, I feel com- 
pelled to write in support of 
Terry Landsbert, for some 
of the letters from fellow 
treasurers make very de- 
pressing reading. What in 
God’s name have the rate 
of inflation, capital receipts 
and percentages to do with 
the individual need of every 
committed Christian to make 
a worthy financial response 
in recognition of the love 
Christ has shown to us? 

The Diocese have set out 
very reasonable guidelines 
as to proper levels of giving. 
If we all followed those 
guidelines. I firmly believe 
that we should have no 
financial problems. 

Eric M Smith 
Caver sham , Berks 
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This will be a time when 
people can meet with others 
and share what Christians 
are doing from other parts 
of the country. 

Audrey Rowland 
, Oxford 
For more information write 
to Audrey at 102 Westminster 
Way , Botley, Oxford OX2 
OLP or to Dr Anne Borrow - 
dale , Board for Social Re- 
sponsibility , Diocesan 
Church House , North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 ONB. 

Elections 

The new General Synod of 
the Church of England has 
several very important mat- 
ters on which to take deci- 
sions. Yet, as a result of the 
elections last summer, East 
Berkshire, with a population 
of some 400,000, has only 
one representative and 
Buckinghamshire had three, 
whereas Oxfordshire and 
Reading had eight each. 

Two important matters 
stand out from this situation. 
Firstly, members of our 
Church in East Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire have 
little or no chance of meeting 
their representative, and sec- 
ondly it is very unfair that 
these areas which provide 
so much money for our 
church through the parish 
share should be so badly 
represented on the General 
Synod. 

The reason for this uneven 
distribution of General 
Synod representatives is that 
the ten clerical and ten lay 
seats are allocated to the 
Diocese as a single constitu- 
ency. This could easily be 
changed. 

R M A Lawson , 
Maidenhead, Berks 


Poverty Fair Play 


83 per cent of Parish Share 
is directly spent on the 
parish ministry. 

The 1990 Diocesan ac- 
counts show that £6,884,506 
was spent on Parochial Min- 
istry. £3,637,382 of this came 
from Church Commis- 
sioners’ grants, glebe and 
other income, including Par- 
ochial fees. £3,247,124 was 
provided by parishes through 
their shares. This is 65% of 
the 1990 collected Parish 
Share of £4,971,264. 

I have spoken in Diocesan 
Synod about the misleading 
effects of using gross statis- 
tics. It is only NET analysis 
that can give a fair represen- 
tation of the proportion of 
our Parish Share that is 
spent in Parochial Ministry. 

John Bowen, 
Binfield , Berks 


It was good to read the 
report of the Churches and 
Poverty Conference in July’s 
DOOR. As your reporter 
says, again and again groups 
reported that churches and 
individuals should be en- 
couraged to join CAP 
(Church Action Poverty 
Group) and get involved 
with the work. 

There are a small number 
of groups in the Oxford 
Diocese. All would welcome 
new members. People in 
the Oxford area interested 
in joining can contact me or 
the Social Responsibility Of- 
ficer at Church House. New 
groups or contacts are always 
welcome, and speakers and 
literature can be provided 
for any that would like to 
find out more about CAP. 

Finally — on .21 Septem- 
ber there is to be a CAP 
national rally in London. 


I wholeheartedly agree with 
Robert Bruce’s assertion that 
we must dispel the view 
that the Church of England 
is peopled solely by the 
middle and upper classes 
(July 1991). However, I 
would like to point out that 
the reasons why the Di- 
ocesan cricket team plays 
on public school and college 
grounds, as opposed to local 
club grounds, owe nothing 
to elitism. 

School/college grounds are 
offered to the team at low 
or no cost, whereas to hire 
a club ground can cost in 
excess of £50. 

I might add that we do play 
matches on club and state 
school grounds, and are very 
happy to do so if suitable 
arrangements can be made. 

John Samways , 
Captain , Oxford Diocesan 
Clergy Cricket Club. 


A HAPPY 
RETIREMENT 
FOR GARDENERS 

Donations are urgently needed in 1991 for 
expansion of the Society's work in Gloucestershire 
and Scotland. 


THE GARDENERS' ROYAL 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

Bridge House, 139 Kingston Road, 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7NT 

Tel: 0372 373962 

Reg Charity No. 213328 



Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free nQn-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


SoretfaelJhboraChiki 
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Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
Oxford 727435 448544 

Slough 23122 Reading 581699 


Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end ot the line 



INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 


For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 


FIONA 

PRESTON 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies 
★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please tel. (0491) 680508 


Saturday 5th October 1991 Crossmead Centre, Exeter 

Day Conference in response to Bp. Holloway’s TRACT 1990 

TRADITION and CHANGE 

Speakers : Bishop of Crediton, Victor Stock, David Hutt, 

Dom Edmund Flood, David Conner. 

Workshops : Liturgy, Scripture, Evangelism, Ethics 
P eta ^ s : Exeter Affirming Catholicism 0752-403126 or 

SAE: Revd. P. Hawkins, 5 Cobb Lane, Plymstock, PL9 9BQ 


Dry Cleaning 


by professionals 


‘The Complete Service’ 

Wedding and evening gowns. 

Attire for men. 

Personal household 
Alterations and repairs 

CHINNOR CLEANERS 

Unit 4 , Middleway, Chinnor. Tel: (0844) 53775 



New Biggest Market 
in Thatcham 

EVERY SATURDAY 

LOWER WAY (off A4) 

9 am - 4 pm 

Unlimited Car Parking and Admission Free 

It makes a great day out for all the family 

IT’S A REAL BUSTER! 

(•in-- 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Cars C4, Vans £7 

Ring (0753) 539087 for further details 

Sellers arrive from 6.30 am on the day 
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LUZAR 

VESTMENTS 


Beautifully hand embroidered 
Eucharistic Vestments, made 
by Sisters in Poland, at very 
competitive prices 
(E180-E300). 


Also available — Stoles, Albs, 
Cottas, Small Altar linens etc. 


Details from: R. W. Luzar, 7, 
Lavender Close, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP21 8YY 

Visits can be arranged (with no 
obligation). Tel: 0296-82408 
(Evenings/Weekends) . 


Effective Christian 
Management 

This 2 day course for managers is being orrereu 
in Cambridge, at a cost of 025, on thefollowing 
dates: 

• Saturday 28th/Sunday 29th September. 

• Tuesday 29th/Wednesdav 30th October. 

• Saturday 23rd/Sunday 24th November. 


On completion of the Effective Christian 
Management Course you will take away with 


you: 


► A biblical understanding of how your 
Christian faith may inform every aspect of . 
your work. 

► A practical tool for the management task 
and the skill to use it. 

► A course manual with guidance for further 
reading. 

► Networking opportunities with other like- 
minded people. 

A limited number of bursaries are available. 

For full details contact Carol Holliday, College 
House, The Stone Yard, St Andrew’s Street, 
Cambridge CB23AR 



HAGGERSTON 

RIDING 

STABLES 


Chapel House, Haggerston Castle 
Berwick-on-Tweed, Northumberland 

Situated on a coastal caravan site within riding 
distance of Holy Island. 

Open every day from Easter to October. 
Plenty of activity for non-riders and accommodation 
for families and unaccompanied children. 

Lots of interesting rides for novice and experienced. 
Adjoining a large holiday park with sport facilities 
and evening entertainment. 

Speciality: — Beach Rides and Long Distance 
Country Rides. 

Autumn and Winter breaks, bring your own horse! 
With accommodation for horse and rider, small 
children’s ponies. 

Tel: Mrs B. M. Robinson on 


( 0289 ) 81237 


STOP! — Don’t rip it all out 

. . . there’s life in the old kitchen yet 



• IN JUST A DAY OR TWO WE CAN TRANSFORM 
YOUR KITCHEN WITH MADE TO MEASURE 
REPLACEMENT DOORS AND DRAWER FRONTS 


AND SAVE YOU MONEY 


• HIGH QUALITY SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION 

• BRITISH CRAFTSMANSHIP - 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

• FULL RANGE OF MOULDINGS, WORKTOPS & ACCESSORIES 

• EXTRA UNITS IF REQUIRED 

• INSTALLATION SERVICE OR DIY 

• COMPLETE KITCHENS AND BEDROOMS TOO 

% FREE ADVICE AND PLANNING 


Call us today on (0235) 831358 or (0831) 508425 


Please telephone for further information and free estimate 

Transformation UK, 4 Stocks Lane 
Steventon, Nr Abingdon, Oxon 
... as an old door closes, a new one ope ns 

^TRANSFORMATION U.K.f 

MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY KITCHENS, BEDROOMS AND REPLACEMENT DOORS 
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HAND-MADE TOYS BUILT 
USING TRADITIONAL 
METHODS. 


Each toy is individually made by the best specialist toy 
maker for miles around, built to last a lifetime with no 
nails, screws or bolts. 


MADE TO BRITISH SAFETY STANDARD 5665 
EN71+CE. 


ORDERS TAKEN NOW FOR CHRISTMAS. 

A Deposit is required with certain commissions available. 

A MAIL ORDER SERVICE IS ALSO AVAILABLE. 


Write io: 

27 FARM LANE, ALDB0URNE, MARLBOROUGH 
WILTSHIRE, SN82DS 
or phone: 

Terence Williams — The ToyMaker 
on (0672) 4X061 
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Working for Goc 


The Mothers’ Union was started in England 
in 1876 by Mary Summer, a vicar’s wife. 
She brought women together to discuss how 
to support and learn from each other, so 
that they could be good Christian wives and 
parents. Today, there are more than half a 
million members of the Mothers’ Union 
throughout the world — more than half 
outside the United Kingdom. 

Now, members do not have to be 
married, and there are some men amongst 
them; as baptised Christians they support 
the Mothers’ Union Aim and Objects. 
They will have different views on where to 
concentrate their energies in their concern 
for family life and how they translate this 
into action will depend on their gifts and 
opportunities, and on their response to new 
challenges. 

The responsibility to pray for members 
around the would provides a springboard 
for members to launch out on their own 
education, and to learn more of the 
difficulties affecting people both in their 


own and other countries. For some, the 
desire to challenge and change conditions in 
society will be what excites them most 
about membership. Others, who are perhaps 
struggling to look after themselves or to 
bring up their own family, will receive 
practical help and be upheld by prayer, as 
they pray for others. 

The experience of Christian fellowship 
opens doors both into other peoples’ lives 
and homes and across racial barriers. The 
caring work members do, including the 155 
paid workers, through the prayer, overseas, 
social concern, young families, media and 
publications departments, is highly regarded 
as a valuable contribution to the well-being 
of their countries. Members hope to meet 
the challenge of the 1990s with enthusiasm 
and flexibility, in partnership with the 
Church and the community, responding to 
God’s call, and sharing His love. 


Rosemary Peirce 
MU President , Diocese of Oxford. 


The power of prayer 


The Mothers’ Union is still 
the only society that is 
especially concerned with 
marriage and Christian fam- 
ily life, and the third and 
central of its five objects 
concerned with this aim is 
to maintain a worldwide 
fellowship of Christians unit- 
ed in prayer, worship and 
service. 

Midday prayers are said 


daily in the chapel at the 
national headquarters at 
Mary Sumner House in Lon- 
don. Every diocese in the 
Anglican communion is re- 
membered in turn, together 
with its Mothers’ Union 
workers and branches. 

The annual Wave of 
Prayer takes up this theme. 
In Oxford our four linked 
dioceses in Nigeria and Zaire 


The Mayoress 



Away from it all 


The ‘Away From It All’ 
Scheme is a very vital part 
of The Mothers’ Union So- 
cial Concern Dept - its main 
purpose being to offer holi- 
days to people who would 
not otherwise be able to 
take a break from their 
daily routine. Anyone in 
need, such as single parents 
with young children, couples 
who have not had a holiday 
for years due to domestic 
commitments, or the elderly 
who would benefit from a 
change but can no longer 
afford to meet the costs can 
be helped by AFIA. 

The holidays fall into two 
categories. The holiday 
camps offer an ideal break 


for families, on half-board 
basis in the low season. The 
other type are hostess holi- 
days usually designed for a 

g erson alone or a couple, 
ut some will take a child 
too. The hostess provides a 
homely atmosphere which 
can make a pleasant change 
for those wishing to enjoy a 
quiet few days away. 

I am anxious to recruit 
more hostesses as there are 
very few in the Diocese. All 
the families are referred 
either by MU members, 
clergy or social services, so 
if you feel able to offer 
hospitality please contact me 
- Pam Levene, ‘Away From 
It All’ rep, on 0344 772703. 


are prayed for during a 
week in June, each deanery 
undertaking a particular time 
to pray 

The Emergency Prayer 
Chain was started when 
prayers were asked for peo- 
ple in crisis, Christian or 
non-Christian, and often in 
confidence. People are pray- 
ed for daily for periods of 
up to a fortnight, and the 
whole of the Diocese is 
covered. Often the outcome 
is never known. Combatants 
in the recent Gulf war were 
supported daily at midday. 

There are more than 50 
prayer groups in the Dio- 
cese, often run in conjunc- 
tion with parish prayer 
groups. Each one is individ- 
ual, some quite tiny, some 
larger, sometimes meeting 
in church, sometimes in 
peoples’ own homes. All 
kinds of prayers are offered 
- silent or meditative, spoken 
or formal. All are joined 
together to offer to God 
praise, thanksgiving and, 
above all, intercession. 



Friends in i 


Canon Margaret Clark has 
been Parish Deacon at St 
Michael and St Mari 


Elisabeth Taylor is the Prayer 
Representative for the Dio- 
cese of Oxford Mothers 9 
Union. 
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Magdalene, Easthamstead, 
near Bracknell for 17 years. 
She worked as a nurse for 
12 years before answering 
the call to full-time ministry 
— and made history, last 
year when she became the 
first woman in the Diocese 
to be made an Honorary 
Canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

“I’ve been involved with 
the Mothers’ Union since I 
started parish work in 1964. 
It’s important to me for 
three main reasons,” she 
said. “The MU is concerned 
with family life, from the 
oldest to the youngest mem- 
bers. Recently, after my 
own mother, now 85, was 
bereaved she gained great 
support from the Indoor 
Members Prayer Circle. And 
in the parish it gives a great 
deal of support to our 
mothers-and-toddlers group. 

“The work of the MU 



Canon Marg 


What, no teapots? 


Since her husband became Lord Mayor, Diana Pope serves 
the City of Oxford as Lady Mayoress. She also serves her 
local church and community as an elected member of the 
City Council, and as a member of both Cowley Deanery 
Synod and her Parochial Church Council. 

“I have been a member of the Mothers’ Union for seven 
or eight years. MU members at my church reached out to 
me when I was a young mother of two small children. 

“I became the presiding member about five years ago, 
really as a way of putting something back into this 
worldwide fellowship dedicated to supporting marriage and 
family life.” 


It was with a great deal of 
surprise, and not a little 
trepidation, that I found 
myself agreeing to be Chap- 
lain to The Mothers’ Union. 
From college days onward 
the MU had been caricatured 
by friend and foe alike as a 
group of fearsome ladies 


irandishing teapots and fad- 
ed banners. I eventually 


said a reluctant ‘yes’. 

I made my way to the 
first Diocesan Council meet- 
ing with a heavy heart. 
There was still the possibility 
the Lord would return before 
I arrived at Botley, or at 
least an angel would stand 
in my way and prevent this 
present fate. But there was 
no divine intervention, and 
I found myself timidly enter- 
ing the meeting hall. 

Not a banner nor teapot 
in sight; nor indeed a fear- 
some lady. Rather a warm 
welcome to an excellent and 


informative meeting; a group 
of committed Christians 


join in Diocesan, deanery 
and parish events, and to 
take a share in forming the 
vision for the coming years, 
especially for the Decade of 
Evangelism. 

I hope that I can be an 
encouragement to the lead- 
ership, and able to feed in 
various insights as appropri- 
ate. In an age when marriage 
and family breakdown is so 
prevalent, the vision and 
principles of The Mothers’ 
Union are a vital require- 
ment. If, in this Decade, 
the membership can moti- 
vate itself to reach out in 
new and imaginative ways 
to the community, then the 
MU A has a crucial area of 
ministry to fulfil. 

That motivation, in the 
end, comes not from the 
membership but from the 
power of the Spirit, and 
every member must be will- 
ing to be used by Him. If I 
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tha 


prayerfully and eagerly try- 
ing to work out Christian 
discipleship, particularly 
within the content of mar- 
riage and family life. 

Over the past two-and-a- 
half years I have learned a 
great deal from the fellow- 
ship of the MU, and it has 
been a great privilege to 


the MU in that way then 
perhaps I am fulfilling some- 
thing of the role required of 
the Chaplain. 


Christopher Neal 

The Revd Christopher Neal 
is Vicar of the Thame and 
Chaplain to The Mothers ’ 
Union in the Diocese of 
Oxford. 
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Canon Margaret Clark 

overseas has encouraged me, 
particularly when workers 
either from this country or 
nationals, have come to Eng- 
land and spoken about the 
work the MU is doing in 
their situation. I guess it’s 
more difficult than we will 
ever know in this country. 

“Being a member of the 
MU always brings one a 
friend. And the MU badge 
is a good introduction to 
another member. On more 
than one occasion a long 
train journey has been 
brightened up by talking to 
a fellow MU member.” 


Mothers’ Union members in 
this Diocese have formed 
Prayer Partnership links with 
four dioceses in Nigeria and 
Zaire. Last year they organ- 
ised a Zaire Day in Botley, 
Oxford and since then MU 
members and their friends 
in our three counties have 
raised over £12,000 to benefit 
their prayer partners in the 
Dioceses of Boga-Zaire and 
Kinsangani in Zaire. 

On July 7 Rosemary 
Peirce, MU President, and 
executive members entertain- 
ed to lunch Bishop Tibafa 
(centre right) and Arch- 
deacon Minani from 
Kinsangani. Also there was 
Gill Poole, the Church 
Missionary Society’s Area 
Secretary, the Enrolling 
Member for Botley and the 
Oxford Deanery Overseas 
Representative. 

During the visit the Bishop 
and the Archdeacon were 
asked what they thought 
would most benefit the 
women in their Diocese. 
Their unhesitating reply was 
monetary help to build a 
Mothers’ Union meeting 
room in Kisangani. It is still 
a pile of stones collected by 
local members, but Oxford’s 
contribution of £4,500 will 
go a long way towards com- 
pleting the building. 


HOME&RUWILY 


Did you know that the 
national Mothers’ Union 
Magazine Home and Family 
is the highest circulation 
Christian women’s magazine 
in the world? It is attractive 
to look at, and an excellent 
read. The summer issue, for 
instance, contains articles on 
everything from teenage life 
in the countryside and mak- 
ing compost, to pocket 
money matters* and a medi- 
tation on the Eucharist. 

The Oxford Diocese MU 
also get a mention and a 
pat on the back. Their 
education chairman, Jane 
Davies., wrote a 


leaflet Talking with your chil- 
dren about AIDS, some years 
ago. Oxford’s City’s AIDS 
liaison officer felt that it 
filled a particular gap. So, 
with the help of the Diocesan 
President the leaflet was 
updated, and still bearing 
the MU logo distributed to 
local mothers. It was said 
Home and Family , “a con- 
siderable compliment.” 
Home and Family is pub- 
lished quarterly. Copies 
(50p) are available from 
The Mothers’ Union Office 
at Christ Church, St Aldates, 
Oxford, OX1 1DP, or as an 
optional part of membership. 


This feature is continued on page 13. 





No, not rose garden but 
Rose House; let me explain. 
I am a member of the 
Bracknell Mothers’ Union. 
While working full-time for 
Save the Children Fund I 
am also a volunteer worker 
.for the Oxford Diocesan 
Council for Social Work 
(UDCSW) serving on the 
Management Board. The 
Sonning and Bracknell 
Deaneries Association is an 
affiliated charity that man- 
ages two houses for homeless 
single mothers and children 
— supported by local parish- 
es and clergy. 

The Wokingham House 
opened ten years ago. Rose 
House in Bracknell opened 
in December 1989. Rose 
House is home to four 
young women and their bab- 
ies. The women have their 
own room, and share the 
rest of the council house. 

We are lucky to have a 
project worker for Rose 
House — Hester Robinson 
who is paid by ODCSW 
and is responsible for the 
social work. I am the house 
manager; my job is to sup- 
port Hester and to look 
after the house, see to block- 
ed drains, provide chairs 
with legs, collect the rents, 
paint walls. Well, you can 
see being a MU housewife 
is just the right qualification! 

Each woman has a per- 
sonal programme. Hester 
and our volunteers work 
with them on budgeting, 
cookery, shopping skills, 
help with personal relation- 
ships, needlework, garden- 
ing etc.. Working with the 


i 


Aim and Objects 

The Mother’s Union 

is a world- wide society whose aim is the advancement of 
the Christian religion in the sphere of marriage and 
family life. It has five objects: 

To uphold Christ's teaching on the nature of marriage and 
to promote its wider understanding 

To encourage parents to bring up their children in the 
faith and life of the church. 

To maintain a world-wide fellowship of Christians , united 
in prayer , worship and service. 

To promote conditions in society favourable to stable 
family life and the protection of children. 

To help those whose family life has met with adversity. 






A walk through 
a rose garden? 


women in this way their 
self-esteem (always at rock 
bottom) rises, and friend- 
ships blossom. 

Several of our volunteers 
and supporters are M U 
members — no small coinci- 
dence, I feel these provide 
excellent role models, with 
skills passed on in a non- 
judgemental way. For my 
part, I feel that I can fulfil 
my promise, made on the 
day I was enrolled in MU, 
to uphold and support the 
objects of The Mothers’ 
Union by word and action. 

Some of the women come 
to Rose House with just the 
clothes they have on. It is a 
real joy to find them, maybe 
a year later, moving to a 
flat, having learned to play 
with their child and to enjc 
being a mother and memb 
of society. 

A walk in a rose garden? 
Well you will guess that it is 
not always so! Four women 
sharing a kitchen, coping 
with teenage feelings and 
stresses while being a new 
mother at 16 or 17 is not 
easy. 

It takes a great man 
prayers to help us througl 
family problems, fights with 
boyfriends, floods through 
the kitchen ceiling, fear of 
giving birth on your own, 
arguments with other resi- 
dents etc. I pray that God’s 
Love shines through when 
we are sharing life with 
these women. Only then 
will there be a beautiful 
garden to walk in. 

Sue Divall 


njoy 

iber 





CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD 

VOICE TRIALS will be held on Saturday, 12th October 1991 
for boys between seven and nine to sing in the Cathedral 
Choir. 

Choristers receive boarding preparatory education at the 
Cathedral School with a scholarship of £3129-£3273 per 
annum. 

Please write to: 

The Headmaster, Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street, Oxford OX1 1QW. Tel: 0865 242561. 


|T| Holloway’s 0 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents 
to a single item — Valuations — Free 
Pre-Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 PF: TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 


HOUSEWORK 


Fully trained staff clean your home with 
care to the highest standard. Regular, 
Spring clean or one off. 

Call Chores 

Oxford — 0865791996 
Chilterns — 0494715824 
Thames Valley — 0628 20660 
Wokingham/Bracknell — 04867 81742 

All Staff referenced and insured. Latest equipment, safe 
products. Every area visited. 

Telephone for FREE quotation wEam 

CHORE S 



BEE HEALTHY 

. 1 000s of sufferers from arthritis, psoriasis, 
shingles, tennis elbow, have written thanking 
us after taking our 100% pure Propolis Capsules 
and Propolis Salv. 

They claim: 

PAIN RELIEF, RENEWED MOBILITY 
INDEPENDENCE 

They renew their hobbies. 

Even new lease of life! 

Send S.A.E. for further information on all 
our Bee Health Foods to: 




Double J Farm, Elmley Road, 
Minster, Sheppey, Kent. 

Help Line: 0795 874935 
The Bees Own Natural Antibiotic 


ATTENTION! 

ALL HOMEOWNERS 


RELEASE UP TO £10,000 
FROM YOUR PROPERTY 
WITHOUT REPAYMENTS 

I No age limit 

i Arrears and CCJs accepted 
I Unemployed accepted 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Barclay De Veer Consultants Ltd. 
7 Shapley Tor Close 
Brixham, Devon TQ5 0RF 


TELEPHONE: 
0803) 883313 


AGENTS WANTED 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


LOOKING FOR 
RESIDENTIAL CARE? 

CONTACT US BEFORE 
STARTING YOUR 
SEARCH FOR A HOME 


ABtclil' 

(COMMUNITY CARE) 

29 SURREY STREET, NORWICH 

( 0603 ) 

764567 


W TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

m MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


4 X 

PET CARING 
SERVICE 

A member of our staff will come and feed 
and love your pets and exercise dogs to 
your instructions and stay in your home 
the whole time you are away. 

All are covered by insurance and have 
impeccable references. 
Countrywide service. 

Details: 

Stanley’s Caring 
Service 

Tel 0928 31851 



OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
OF CARING IN THE HOME 

Help to enable the elderly and in- 
firm remain in their own homes. 
Relief care to allow hard press- 
ed relatives/carers go on holiday. 

Post operative care. 

For further information contact 
us — free brochure available. 

(0455) 558858 
238 CHURCH STREET. 
LUTTERWORTH. LEICS LE17 4AE. 


Mrs. Monica Evans 

QUALIFIED 

CHIROPODIST 

Private chiropody in the comfort and 
privacy of your home. 

Specialist in the Aylesbury area. 

Tel: (0296) 641403 


WHEELCHAIRS 
& SCOOTERS 

• LARGE RANGE AVAILABLE 

• FREE HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 

• NEW AND RECONDITIONED 

• PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

WRIGHT MOBILITY LTD. 

P.O. BOX 423 
WINDLESHAM 
SURREY 
0276 52454 

THE NEW STERLING FOUR 




NOAH’S ARK 


Pet Transport and 
Courier Service 

An invaluable service for elder- 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING I N THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 



EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine ''Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


Dial Ability 

INFORMATION CENTRE 


Rivermead Centre 
Abingdon Road 
Oxford. 

Tel: Oxford 

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 791818 

Good range of information held <5n most topics. 
Some equipment on display for kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom, general household. 
Continence Clinic held 1st Monday 
of each month, 2.30-4.30pm. 

RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE A QUERY 

Call in or telephone between 
1-4pm weekdays or 10-4pm Wednesdays 

Member of the Oxfordshire Dialability Information Network (ODIN) 



llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" Wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


MULBERRY 
NANNIES 

it Nannies 

♦ Mothers Helps f 

♦ Housekeepers 

♦ Companions 

Daity/Uve-in P/Time Perm. 

New clients and staff always 
welcome for HERTS. BUCKS. BEDS, 
MIDDX AND LONDON agency. 
(0923) 31069 / 244804 
0442 231102 



CCONSULTUS 

Services Agency 

Do you or a relative of yours 
need help in the home? 

If so "Consult us" 

for resident, temporary or long 
term care of the elderly, the 
sick and the young at home. 
Nurses, housekeepers, 
companions, nannies and 
mothers' helps. 
CONSULTUS AGENCY 
17 London Road 
Tonbridge, Kent TN10 3AB 
Telephone: Tonbridge 
(0732) 355231 



IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY GETTING AROUND 
BUT LIKE TO BE INDEPENDENT DAVID 
WENMAN NOW HAS THE BEST CHOICE OF 
MOBILITY VEHICLES FOR YOU. ALL BACKED 
BY OUR UNBEATABLE SERVICE. 

• POWER WHEELCHAIR battery driven that 
takes the push out of pushing and the 
dismantling out of fitting into cars. 

• THE SPORTSTER enhanced with fan 
cooled motor, fully sprung suspension 
and puncture free tyres. 

• BUDDY - a four wheel electric chair 
with adjustable controls and tight 
manoeuvrability with Sportster stability 
for inside and outdoors. . 

• CYCLE POWER - this easy to fit on 
power unit for tricycles or standard 
cycles takes the strain out of everyday 
cycling. 


JO* A 


frhe 


DAVID WENMAN 

(ASSOCIATES) LIMITED J 


P ^°NE°217^ IAL 




Dep. 17. The Paddocks. Barford Hill. Barford. Nr. Warwick CV35 8DA. 


ALSO AVAILABLE Heavy-duty SPORTSTERS and wheelchairs for those over 18 stone. 



MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS 

A NEW METHOD OF 
IMPROVEMENT 

Don’t accept deterioration! 

If your resolve is to improve, our unique 
training programme may activate your 
process of regeneration. 

For further information please contact: 

THE LAMBERT PROGRAMME 
133B Harley Street 
London WIN 1DJ 
071-486 1668 
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THE MOTHERS' UNION (continued from centre pages) 

Concern for a changing world 


Temperance, housing, bet- 
ting, forced marriages, pub- 
lic flogging and bills on 
contraception and adoption 
- the questions with which 
the Social Concern Depart- 
ment of The Mothers’ Union 
has been involved over the 
years reflect the changes 
which have taken place in 
society as a whole. 

With the War came more 
changes and more areas for 
concern. Regret was express- 
ed that family allowances 
were paid to ‘the unmarried 
wife’. There was better, ex- 
tensive sex education, and 
the increased danger of the 
family as a social unit being 
overlooked 

Changing times 

Times had changed even 
more by the late 1960s, and 
after having my family of 
three children, I joined The 
Mothers’ Union in Henley 
deanery with the loyal sup- 
port of my husband, and 
became a group leader in 
the Young Families Depart- 
ment within my own branch. 
Two years later I moved to 
Caversham, and became En- 
rolling Member at St And- 
rew’s. Nine years later I 
was asked to be the deanery 
Social Concern Representa- 
tive, little dreaming that I 
should eventually become 
Diocesan Chairman. 

My nursing experience has 
given me a special interest 
in the needs of teenage 
mothers. As a well-support- 
ed mother myself, I was 
keenly aware of the respon- 
sibilities of those lonely girls. 
Now I find that the concerns 
of the 1990s have altered, 
because the attitude of so- 
ciety is different. We seem 
to have lost the notion of 


the extended family, and 
there is no conformity today 
in explaining ‘Christian Fam- 
ily life’. 

Hi-tech appliances have 
eased the day-to-day work 
of running a home, and 
faster travel has increased 
mobility. Educational 
changes within society, and 
women’s expectations in par- 
ticular, are beginning to 
challenge the traditional pic- 
ture of a mother at home. 
The economic climate forces 
many mothers into work 
outside the home, often 
against their wishes. The 
Mothers’ Union would like 
women to have more choice 
as to whether to stay at 
home or not. Motherhood 
should not be devalued, and 
women should have good 
quality child-care when they 
need it. 

We support and seek op- 
portunities to promote the 
provision of adequate child 
benefits. The new ‘Childrens 
Bill’ will offer substantial 
help and guidance to local 
authorities and other inter- 
ested parties: we feel that 
economics must not stand in 
the way of good family 
care. We have been working 
consistently for the setting 
up of ‘Family Courts’, which 
we believe would go some 
way to alleviate the terrible 
predicament facing families 
in dispute and despair. 

Many young people are 
persuaded into borrowing 
money through credit cards 
and loans, without regard to 
their ability to repay the 
interest, and often run into 
debt. This distressing situ- 
ation can quickly spiral, and 
the vast problems and misery 
affect all ages and income 


groups. The Mothers’ Union 
has made a study of this 
situation, and is informed 
about Credit Unions, which 
could offer a solution. 

Question of AIDS 

Stress was our choice of 
subject for a seminar last 
May. We also had a very 
delicate and sensitive meet- 
ing on ‘The Question of 
AIDS’, when homosexuals 
and a member of the Haemo- 
philiac Society shared 
thoughts on both facts and 
their feelings. I keep updated 
on the subject through the 
National AIDS Trust, and I 
am disturbed by the spread 
of the HIV virus found 
among young mothers at 


ante-natal clinics. 

The Social Concern 
Department has produced 
papers on drug and other 
substance misuse, such as 
addiction to sleeping pills, 
caffeine, tranquillisers, and 
alcohol. Other topics cur- 
rently being considered in- 
clude mixed-race fostering^ 
and adoption, the value of 
life, embryology, genetic 
engineering, and artificial 
insemination. We are com- 
mitted to the current time- 
limit on abortion, and expect 
strict guidelines on medical 
ethics to be followed. A 
national ‘Message Home 
Scheme’ is operated by the 
MU, and we support the 
‘Away From It All Schemes’, 


(see page 10). 

Within the Diocese we 
run a hospital visiting scheme 
for people who are referred 
from afar, and often arrange 
accommodation for relatives. 
We have trained listeners 
and counsellors, we have 
organised prison creches dur- 
ing visiting hours, and are 
involved with the Diocesan 
Council for Social Work. 

My next brief is to repre- 
sent the MU at the national 
Council for Women to which 
it is affiliated. It is a changing 
world but I feel that all 
change challenges us. 

Rosemary Stringer is Chair- 
man of the Diocesan MU 
Social Concern Department. 


WORSHIP 



PRAYER 


How do you 
join the MU? 

Joining The Mothers’ Union 
costs £4.25, with Home and 
Family as an optional extra. 
Membership is open to both 
men and women provided 
that they are baptised 
Christians willing to support 
the MU aim and objects. 

More information is avail- 
able froqi The Mothers’ 
Union, Diocese of Oxford, 
The Priory Room, Christ 
Church, Oxford 0X1 1DP. 
Telephone: 0865 726308. . 


A new branch begins to grow 


We opened our Mothers’ Union 
branch on Mothering Sunday this 
year, with nine members. My own 
involvement with The Mothers’ Union 
went back to our previous parish in a 
Wiltshire village; there we had a 
strong branch which, like most branch- 
es, met regularly for prayer and 
fellowship — and even cucumber 
sandwiches! 

Its members also played a key part 
in the ministry of the Church as PCC 
members, Sunday school teachers, 
pastoral visitors, house and prayer 
group leaders and providers of hospi- 
tality for many of tne parish activities. 

It was in recognition of the import- 
ance of the ministry that my husband 
became the first clergyman to be a 
member of The Mothers’ Union. He 
was admitted to membership by 
Bishop Jerome Bamunoba, as part of 
the branch anniversary celebrating 90 
years. I was also involved at* deanery 
and diocesan level, and was one of 
the diocesan representatives at World- 
wide Council in 1988. When we 


moved to this Diocese, I hoped that 
we might explore setting up a branch 
in our five Parishes. 

It was important not to rush things, 
nor give the impression that we were 
setting up an opposition group to the 
two WI groups in the benefice. But 
my husband and other lay people 
agreed with me that a branch commit- 
ted to exploring in prayer and fellow- 
ship the Christian principles of The 
Mothers’ Union could be an important 
part of the ministry of our benefice. 

We began slowly, by asking through 
our monthly newsletter whether any- 
one might be interested. Two ladies 
who had formerly been members of 
the MU, a newly Confirmed young 
mother who thought that such a 
group might help her get deeper into 
the life of the church, and an 
ecumenically minded retired gentle- 
man who had worked for the Salvation 
Army, attended a Baptist Chapel and 
was a Communicant member of the 
Anglican Church, plus two or three 
others all expressed an interest. 


We set about, in monthly meetings, 
to discover what The Mothers’ Union 
was about. Our Diocesan President, 
Rosemary Peirce, came and inspired 
everyone with her obvious commit- 
ment and spiritual depth. And event- 
ually we formed a branch. 

It is a small branch, but that is 
inevitable in a collection of small 
rural communities like ours. The size 
doesn’t matter. By enjoying each 
others fellowship, by praying together 
and supporting each other, our com- 
mitment and involvement in ministry 

can be expanded. , _ 

Jane Evans 

Jane is married to the Revd Glyn 
Evans , a member of The Mothers' 
Union and the Rector of Little Comp- 
ton with Chastleton, Cornwell , Little 
Rollright and Salford , and the Oxford 
Archdeaconry Rural Chaplain. Jane is 
Enrolling Member of their new MU 
branch and is also the Deanery 
Presiding Member. She works part- 
time as a trained Nurse in a local 
Nursing Home. 



SURMAN AND HORWOOD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

25 High Street, Princes Risborough 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
Tel: 0844 51323 or 0844 274842 
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
THE GREEN, CROWELL, CHINNOR 
Golden Charter pre-paid Funeral Plans available 


SUPPLIERS OF 
HANDICRAFT MATERIALS 

We sell good quality materials at 
reasonable prices so that you can 
make things of value for yourself and 
others economically. 

Send 2 1 st class stamps for brochure. 
FRED ALDOUS LTD, PO Box 135, 
37 Lever St, Manchester M60 1UX. 

Tel: 061-236 2477 


4SSl 

SOCIAL SERVICES 
IN BERKSHIRE 



Royal County of 

BERKSHIRE 


WELCOME 
SOMEONE SPECIAL 
IN TO YOUR HOM E 

We need friendly caring people to help 
adults with learning difficulties, mental 

handicap. 

Would you like to accommodate 
someone on a long term basis? 

GENEROUS FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE IS PROVIDED 

We are especially interested in replies 
from people living in or near the 
, Berkshire area. 

Like to know more? 

Contact: 

Chris Lyne 
( 0734 ) 753302 


Professional 
Maintenance of 
Graves and 
Memorials 

Details available 
from: 

Grave 

Undertakings 
Ltd 

66 Main Road 
Middleton, Cheney 
Banbury, Oxon 
0X17 2LT 

Tel 0295 
710313 



GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway. Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: 10635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 



WATER L I LY 



FOR PEACE 
OF MIND 


If you are concerned about 
the quality of your drinking 
water, let a WATERLILY set 
your mind at rest. 

At PRESTIGE WATER 
SYSTEMS, we have a water- 
purifying system to suit 
everyone’s needs, from as little 
as Jt,30. 

WHEN ONLY THE BEST IS 
GOOD ENOUGH, LET A 
WATERLILY INTO YOUR LIFE! 
For further details and 
brochures, simply fill in the 
FREEPOST form below, call 
us on (0325) 383436, 
or fax us on (0325) 381 196 

Clip coupon — NO STAMP REQUIRED 

To: PRESTIGE WATER SYSTEMS LTD, FREEPOST, DARLINGTON, CO 

DURHAM DL1 1BR 


K 


Please send further details of WATERLILY filters 


Name 

Address . 


DF.PT OJ 
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Courtney Pianos I 

WHERE SERVICE MATTERS AND QUALITY COUNTS 

Established 1974 



Appointed Retailer 
for 



Bringing the Classical Sounds 
to Home and Church 


Tel: (osT D 790400 

43 BOTLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X2 OPT 


STEPHEN PARKIN 
Building Contractor 

We specialise in Church restoration 
and listed building work. 
References available 

Contact: 

0296 661472 



DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

The post of Director of Music of the Parish Church of St Helen, 
Abingdon will become vacant on 1st January 1992. 

3 Manual Harrison and Harrison organ, 2 main services, 2 rehearsals 
per week plus a monthly matins. 

The work may possibly be shared or undertaken by one person. 
RSCM choir. 

Please write or telephone for full details from the Rector, 

St Helen's Court, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 5BS. 


Tel: 0235 520144 



R. Gillman & Son 

LADIES, MENS & CHILDRENS HIGH 
QUALITY FOOTWEAR SPECIALIST 
FITTING SERVICE FOR ALL CUSTOMERS 



A MEMBER OF THE 
SOCIETY OF SHOE FITTERS IS 
USUALLY IN ATTENDANCE 


WE STOCK: 

HOLMES, CHURCH’S, BARKERS, 
PORTLAND, VAN-DAL, MEPHISTO, 
GRENSON, CHEANEY, SIOUX, 
CARCAVELOS AND START-RITE. 


12 BROAD STREET, OXFORD 


TEL: OXFORD (0865) 242068 


j 



Of straight 
bats and 
sponsors 

“ARE Evangelicals good sports?” 
asked the Church of England 
Newspaper recently. It is, of course, 
an interesting question. The Bible 
has nothing much to say about 
sporting activity, though Moses could 
surely have held forth about moun- 
taineering, and Abraham about cross- 
country walking. And isn’t it quite 
likely that those who are most fervent 
in their dash for heaven will be most 
single-minded on an earthly sports 
field? 

The talented sporting priest, And- 
rew Wingfield-Digby, won’t mind 
being called an evangelical. He runs 
the Oxford-based organisation, 
Christians in Sport, and is also the 
new chaplain of the English cricket 
team. This, suggested the Daily Mail , 
is why they fared so well in the first 
Test. We won’t ask what happened 
to the Divine influence in mid series. 
Perhaps the good Andrew diverted it 
towards our own Diocesan cricket 
team, for whom he of course plays. 
They are on an unstoppable winning 
streak having got to the finals of the 
Church Times cricket cup for the 
third year running (See cricket report 
on page 3). But the fact is that one 
of tneir prayers still goes unanswered. 
They need some modest sponsorship 
to pay for their travel and kit. Our 
cricket team are not just good ambas- 
sadors for the sport, they are also 
wonderful ambassadors for God. So 
offers, please, via The DOOR office, 
or direct to the Revd John Samways 
on 0865 243434. 

Good sport 

Talking of sportsmen, that popular 
Olympic gold medallist, Duncan 
Goodhew, was one of a host of 
celebrities to pop in on Newport 
Pagnell’s nine-day arts festival. Before 
heading for the town’s swimming 
pool and a dip with young swimming 
club members, he stopped by to start 
the first race at the Lion Club’s 
donkey derby (photo). The festival, 
now in its fourth year, included jazz, 
drama, choral music and the first 
public showing of the British Institute 
of Photography Exhibition before it 
goes on display at the Festival Hall. 
The star prize of the festival was to 
be flown over the town by local pilot 
Reg Wright. It was appropriate that 
he is also the Churchwarden of SS 
Peter and Paul, because the festival 
raised £6,000 towards the £195,000 
needed for repairs to the 13th century 
parish church. 


| 
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Duncan Goodhew — good sport in and out of the water. 


Legwork 

Rumour has it that the choirboys 
of St Giles’ Oxford may be looking a 
little eccentric these days. According 
to the church’s parish magazine they 
are possibly showing “rather more of 
their legs than is desirable,” because 
a growth spurt among the treble 
ranks and a shortage of large-size 
cassocks has led to “considerable 
problems in cassock sizing.” No doubt 
they will be grateful to hear from 
small boys and large cassocks. 

Resounding 

success 

Not cassocks, but historic costume 
has been much in evidence in 
Deddington. The village has a reputa- 
tion for colourful entertainment but 
its recent Country Fair surpassed all 
expectations. The fair raised over 
£2,000 for much-needed improvements 
to the church’s facilities. However, its 
main purpose was to celebrate the 
bicentenary of the church bells, in- 
stalled in 1791 after the original ones 
collapsed along with the massive 
tower. Now, 200 years on, a spectacu- 
lar costume procession, directed by 
Elizabeth Ware, crossed the ancient 
market place to the west door of the 
church. There, the Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Right Revd Dr Anth- 
ony Russell, recommissioned the bells 
after three short prayers, one for the 
bells, one for the church and one for 
the parish. 

Folk mass 

They have also been celebrating in 
Minster Lovell ... Its parish church 
is the only one in the Diocese, and 


one of just five in the country, to be 
named after St Kenelm, a Saxon boy 
king and martyr. The patronal festival 
is on July 17 and this year it was a 
red letter day in more ways than one. 
The Bishop of Oxford visited the 
church to celebrate and preach at an 
unusual interdenominational folk 
mass, which was accompanied by 
musicians from St Britius’ Church, 
Brize Norton and the local Roman 
Catholic and Methodist churches. At 
the same service John Pearson was 
licensed as Parish Reader, St Kenelm’s 
School leavers were presented with 
Bibles, and farewells were said to 
Nancy Barrington-Hines, for many 
years a teacher at the school. 

Dedication 

Lone service has been in the news 
throughout the Diocese. Mrs San- 
some, of Grendon Underwood, has 
cleaned the church brasses for 30 
years but is deservedly putting away 
her Brasso and dusters at long last. 
Charles Gardner, Verger of St Michael 
and All Angels, Sandhurst, is retiring 
after 29 years of dedicated service. In 
Radley four retiring parish councillors, 
Messrs Clark, Buckle, Tallboys and 
Green have notched up 138 years’ 
service between them. Leslie Lewis 
of St Barnabas Church, Emmer Green 
in Reading has been Head Server for 
about 25 years, and put in another 25 
years at St John’s Caversham in the 
same group ministry before that. He 
is now moving to St Peter’s, the third 
church in the group, presumably to 
complete another quarter-century 
stint. Before he went, the Bishop of 
Oxford paid his first visit to the 
group of churches to celebrate a 
Eucharist and of course to meet 
Leslie. 


JFutulee inn 

AA ** 

** RAC 

A 16th century Country Inn between Looe & Polperro in beautiful south east 
Cornwall. Offers en-suite bedrooms with excellent food in restaurant and bars, 
Egon Ronay recommended. 

Special terms to fill vacancies, room and breakfast or room, dinner and 
breakfast. Rates inclusive of Dinner, Room and full English Breakfast. 

Pelynt, Nr Looe, Cornwall PL 13 2JZ 



Tel: 0503 20312 
Fax: 0503 20920 


for colour brochure 


tRnbin fEance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


J W MARCHAM & SON 


FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

24hr Personal Service 
Chapel of Rest 

55 Wood Street, Wallingford 
Telephone: 36145 


-Highlands ~ J ERSE Y 


u for the best in Christian hospitality . . . 

^S\i 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry ★ Families welcomed 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms ★ Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool ★ Fully inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL, Dept DR, Corbiere • St. Brelade * 
Jersey JE3 8HN • Channel Islands - Tel (0534) 44288 
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Love changes everything 


Young people are always affected by 
change at this time of year. Schools 
and colleges break for the summer 
holidays, when goodbyes are said to 
friends for several weeks. But es- 
pecially affected are those who are 
leaving, not just for the holidays but 
because it is time to move on. 

When life is suddenly full of 
changes, the idea of liking them is 
hard to comprehend. The sense of 
routine, of familiarity has been altered 
and there is almost always a sense of 
trepidation and forboding. We have 
to learn as much by letting go as by 
grasping what we already have. How- 
ever, as Christians, through all the 
changes we have the promise of God 
in the book of Malachi:“I am the 
Lord, I do not change” 

I always want everything to remain 
the same, people and places to be 
predictable, to give a feeling of safety 


and security. Occasionally I wish God 
would stay like that, but then if he 
did he would not be God would he? 
The two sides of God we have to 
contend with are that God in Himself, 
in His nature does not change but He 
works out changes in us to liberate 
us. He has a purpose, a plan in our 
lives which makes changes occur and 
how we face up to the changes and 
challenges that beckon us is important. 


YOUNG DOOR 


The way Jesus took to God gives 
us some sort of pattern for our lives. 
His life, like ours, had its happiness 
especially in the early part of his 
ministry in Galilee when he was with 
the disciples and performed miracles. 
But it also brought sadness and pain, 
with the judgement of Pilate and 
ultimate crucifixion. 


The path of life may alter, circum- 
stances and friends change but we are 
not exploring this alone nor are we 
the first to follow that route. God has 
been there before us and is with us 
again now on our journey. He under- 
stands the pain we may feel on that 
route, for he too felt that pain on the 
cross at Calvary. 

My hope is that young people will 
be included in your prayers at this 
time of uncertainty for many of their 
future plans, and my prayer is that all 
may know and understand that God’s 
grace and love are ever present 
through changes whether joyful or 
sorrowful. 

Lisa Cleveland 

Lisa, 18, is awaiting the results of her 
A-levels and hopes to go on to study 
theology in September at Oak Hill, 
London. She lives in Abingdon. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Choristers 


Family in harmony 



Katharine (10) and Nicholas (8) Taylor, from Leafield in Oxfordshire, are both members 
of the choir of St Mary’s, Shipton-under-Wychwood where their father is choirmaster. In 
the April DOOR we reported that Katharine had been among 16 girls selected to form the 
first all-girls choir at Salisbury Cathedral. However, her little brother was determined not 
to be left out and, after the necessary tests, he has been chosen for the Cathedral’s boys’ 
choir. Well done Katharine and Nicholas! Photo: Frank Biackweii 



The following candidates 
have been successful in the 
Bishop’s Award Examin- 
ation. They are to be presen- 
ted to the Bishop of Oxford 
at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford at Evensong on Sat- 
urday the 2nd November: 

William Herbertson (St Helen’s, 
Abingdon), Richard Faulkner (St 
Helen’s, Abingdon), Keith Potter 
(St Helen’s, Abingdon), Katherine 
Ball (St Laurence’s, Winslow), Adr- 
ian Stoll (St Laurence’s, Winslow), 
Vickey Foley (St Laurence’s, 
Winslow), Marika Allcock-Rouse, 
(St Laurence’s, Winslow), Oliver 
Hodge (St Laurence’s, Winslow), 
Alexandra Cook (St Mary’s, Ayles- 
bury), Peter Billington (St John’s, 
Woodley), Maureen Scott (All 
Saints, Wokingham), Nicola Morton 
(All Saints, Wokingham), Naomi 
Haslem (All Saints, Wokingham), 
Mark Pritchard (All Saints, 
Marcham), Sarah Pritchard (All 
Saints, Marcham), Sarah Binnic (St 
Laurence’s, Winslow), Zoe Smith 
(St Peter’s, Caversham), Susanna 
Jordan (All Saints, High Wycombe), 
Elizabeth Lock (All Saints, High 
Wycombe), Louise Rapple (All 
Saints, Didcot), Nicola Prendergast 
All Saints, Didcot), Lorin Clough 
St Giles’, Oxford), John Hoskins 
St Mary’s, Wallingford), 

Adam Dale (St Giles’, Oxford), 
Jamie Smith (St Giles’, Oxford), 
Jonathan Matthews (St Giles’, Ox- 
ford), William Village (All Saints, 
High Wycombe), Isobel Ash (All 
Saints, Rotherfield Peppard), And- 
rew Howies (All Saints, Rotherfield 
Peppard), Laura Walt (St John the 
Baptist, Crowthorne), Gaynor Grif- 
fiths (St Paul’s Wokingham),. Mat- 
thew Broome (St Paul’s 
Wokingham), Jonathan Race (St 
Mary’s, Thatcham), Rachel Sear (St 
Mary’s, Thatcham), Catherine Sear 
(St Mary’s, Thatcham), Jessica Vin- 
cent (St John the Baptist, Cookham 
Dean), Rebecca Vincent (St John 
the Baptist, Cookham* Dean), 
Leanne Russell (St Peter’s, Didcot), 
Stephanie Druce (St Mary’s, 
Thatcham), Sarah Hughes (All 
Saints, Wokingham), Caroline New- 
ton (All Saints, Wokingham), Abi- 

f ail Jones (St Mary’s, Aylesbury), 
Elizabeth Atkinson (All Saints, 
Rotherfield Peppard), Rachel 
Dudman (All Saints, Rotherfield 
Peppard), James Manshop (St 
Helen’s Abingdon). 


Hi there, 

I hope you all had a good 
summer break. This time 
last year I was new to this 
job, and we were thinking 
about new beginnings and 
discovery of talents. Can 
you remember how many 
things you have learnt over 
the past year? 

Things we have already 
done help us to learn new 
things, when Jesus was 
teaching people about God, 
He used examples from what 
they already knew about 
the Old Testament. He also 
used everyday things to ex- 
plain what He meant. 
There’s the story about the 
Wise and Foolish Builders 


(Luke 6: 46-49). Jesus is 

saying “Put your trust in 

me 

When we don’t trust in 
Jesus, and life gets tough, 
we can find it very difficult. 
Like the house on the sand 
built without solid founda- 
tions, we could end up 

feeling very unhappy and 
frightened. Those of you 
who have been to the sea- 
side and built sandcastles 
will know that they don’t 
last long when the tide 
comes in! 

Church House, where I 

work in Oxford has got the 
builders in . They are making 
it bigger and first they had 


to put down very strong 
foundations. But other parts 
are being built onto what is 
already here - just the way 
Jesus taught - some old and 
some new, but altogether 
very strong, and very excit- 
ing. (Especially when the 
time comes to move into 
our new offices!). 

So, as you continue on 
your journey of life, remem- 
ber that God is there with 
all His strength, together 
with Jesus, who is completely 
reliable, and the Holy Spirit 
who gives us power. What 
excitement there is ahead of 
you! 

Roger Fray 



DONT THROW IT 
AWAY REPAIR IT 

We are specialists in the repair 
of quality pens. We’re one of 
the few. for Parker “51” and 
“61” models whether it’s a 
major fault or simply a general 
service. This is just an example, 
we can repair ‘99’ per cent of 
makes from 1920 makes to 
. present day models. 

DO YOU REALISE 
YOUR PEN’S 
TRUE VALUE? 

Like a classic car, old pens 
have high value and pen collec- 
tors may often pay hundreds of 
pounds for what may appear to 
be an ordinary pen. So, regard- 
less of condition, telephone or 
write for further details and 
advice for valuable pens. Simply 
pop your pen in the post for free 
quotation, excluding postage. 
Dept Door, 1 Chartbury Mews, 
Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV31 1SS 
Telephone: 

( 0926 ) 881413 


The Salvation Army 

RED SHIELD SERVICES 

CAMBRIA HOUSE is a 60 bed 
hotel situated in Central London 
close to Kings Cross/St Pancras 
and Euston stations. 

We offer the following accommodation 

Single Room £15 per night 

Twin/Double room £25 per night 

Double £35 per night 

(private bathroom) 

All inclusive of VAT and full 
English breakfast 
For reservations write to:- 
Captain Anthony Smyth 
Manager, (D), Cambria House 
37 Hunter Street, London WC1N 1BJ or 
Tel: 071-837 9160 / FAX 07F837 1229 
Please note: No smoking allowed in the Hotel 
CAMBRIA HOUSE - The Red SHIELD 
Hotel in London 



Presentations of Poetry and 
Prose woven round a common 
theme, Leisure, Christmas etc 
. and suited to your group 

for details and brochure 
contact: 

MARGARET WALLACE LLAM 
72 Park Lane, Thatham, Berks 

( 0635 ) 64166 


GOLD STAR 

CONSTRUCTION (UK) LTD 

Kitchen and Bathroom Specialists 
Kitchens supplied and fitted or fit only 

Conservatories 
Extensions :: Window 
Plumbing — All joinery work 

5-year guarantee — Free estimates 

Tel: 0734 885605 


NATIONAL 

FIREPLACES 

Fireplace and Chimney Specialists 

All types of fireplaces, D.I.Y. or installed chimneys erected, 
fireplace and chimney problem^ resolved, gas coal fires 
etc. 

FREE DESIGN AND QUOTATION SERVICE 

Telephone 0296 651147 , 


Wearing God’s 
glasses at 
Yellow Braces 


Yellow Braces 1991 saw 
more than 170 young people 
from all corners of the 
Diocese gathering at Whit- 
church, near Aylesbury, for 
a weekend of fellowship, 
fun, and friendship. For 
some of them this was not 
their first experience of this 
grand Diocesan event, but 
for many this was a com- 
pletely new ‘happening’. 

The weekend included 
worship, Bible study (of a 
special kind!), workshops 
(with music, meditation, and 
mask-making among the opt- 
ions), and entertainment, all 
masterminded by an excel- 
lent team of volunteers. Liv- 
ing and working in village 
groups created a friendly 
and supportive structure, in 
which participants were able 
to learn and grow together. 

The workshops encourag- 
ed us to express our thoughts 
and ideas about God as 
Creator, and the writers’ 
workshop invited us to ‘wear 
God’s glasses’. This piece 
written by Alexander 
Mathews was read during 
our closing celebration: 

If I looked through the eyes of 
God 

/ would see all infinite creation, 
The old, the young, the deaf, the 
blind 

The stars in singing motion. 

Vd see the world with different 
eyes 


All of time and all of life, 

The fish, the birds, the plants , 
the trees, 

The Human world so full of 
strife. 

Slash and burn we cry with glee, 
Then go to war, and burn the oil 
And earth cries out in pain to 
me. 

Kill thy child, God of all. 

Other worlds and other stars , 
Their lands riven with toil and 
care, 

Wars and dying, life and loving, 
Do they worship God up there? 

“It was brill” . . .“Time 
flies when you’re having 
fun” . . .“It was good doing 
something I haven’t done 
before” . . .‘‘I enjoyed 
meeting new Christian 
friends and being able to 
share our faith more fully” 
were just some of the com- 
ments from all of you. 

This was my first Yellow 
Braces, and I can truly say 
how marvellous it was to 
see everyone working to- 
gether to create a most 
memorable weekend. See 
you all in 1992! But wait. 
What’s this I hear? A new 
reunion is being planned for 
November 9, 1991. Hope 
you can come. See you 
then! 

Peter Ball , 
Oxford Diocesan 
Youth Officer 


Action out of 
disappointment 


In 1988, a group of young people from the Oxford Diocese 
first met to discuss an intended visit to the townships near 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Each of us hoped to stay with 
a different family, to gain some firsthand experience of 
apartheid. 

During the first two years we met regularly, often with 
guest speakers, to gain as much information about South 
Africa as possible. We all felt that this would help us to 
interpret and understand our experiences. 

The trip was eventually planned for the summer of this 
year. The tragic situation in the townships, however, has 
caused us to realise that our visit could only be a burden 
and even a risk to our hosts, quite apart from the possible 
danger to ourselves. 

As a group, our disappointment was far outweighed by 
the desire to take positive action. We hope to organise 
various activities to raise awareness and snow fellowship 
with the oppressed people of South Africa. It is our hope 
that we may soon be able to visit in a time of justice and 
peace. 

We would welcome new members to the group. If you 
would like further details, please contact: Anna Bindoff 
(049161 2663), the Reverend Stuart Currie (0295 246561), 
or Peter Ball, Diocesan Youth Adviser at Church House 
(0865 244566). 

Anna Bindoff 

Anna Bindoff is a student who lives near Watlington in 
Oxfordshire. 


Katlwine 

House 

Hospice 


<;is 


East End, Adderbury, Banbury, 0X17 3NL. 

Tel: 0295 811866 

Provides specialist palliative care for the terminally ill 
free of charge to the patient. 

Dpnations are gratefully received 
Thank-you 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care, of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We ha\/e qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 
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This is us! Rap for Jesus! 


Why not advertise your 
church on local radio? But 
if you do, what will you 
say? This was the question 
which PCC members of St 
Mary’s, Cogges, Witney, 
asked themselves at their 
recent ‘Awayday’ at Stanton 
St John. Mike Warner, one 
of their Lay Readers, reports 
on their answers. 

We had decided as a PCC 
that we needed to use our 
Awayday to see how we 
might prepare for the Dec- 
ade of Evangelism. We start- 
ed off the day with some 
praise and worship, and then 
split up into four groups. 
Each group was then given 
30 minutes to prepare a 
two-minute advert about our 
church for local radio. 

These are the results: 
(Group One — Stephen 
Bessent , Malcolm Harper , 
Nick Pike , Brenda Jones 
and Mel Leech). They start- 
ed their advert with our 
vicar, Stephen Bessent, play- 
ing solemn music on the 
piano. Against that back- 
ground the presenter, Nick 
Pike, says: “You’ve turned 
on for the news. What will 
you hear? Death, poverty, 
suffering, illness, grief, lone- 
liness, anxiety, depression? 
But at St Mary’s, Cogges 
we have some good news 
for you. God loves you and 
He has been there himself. 
We’ve met Him, and at 
Cogges we offer you our 
fellowship as together we 
deal with these issues 
through our relationship with 
Jesus, a living Saviour who 
loves and heals. Why not 
come and meet Him this 
Sunday?” Broadcast ends 
with Stephen playing joyful 
music. 

( Group Two — Peter 
Becker , John Deans , Cather- 
ine Harwood , Mandy 
Miles). Their presenter, Peter 
Becker, began their advert 


by saying: “Do you have a 
purpose for Sunday? Do 
you find church dull and 
boring? Would you go to a 
church if the services were 
modern and lively? Then 
Cogges is different. You 
warm welcome 
there. You 
Spirit of God is 
move in the 


will find 
from the 
will find the 
allowed to 
worship.” 

Another member of the 
group, Mandy Miles, asks: 
“What about the kids? Peter 
answers, “Ah we have a 
creche, a lively Sunday 
School and activities for all 
young people. Cogges at- 
tempts to appeal to all 
tastes. Different services for 
different people Why not 
come next Sunday at 11 


member of the group, says: 
“Children are welcome, 
noise and all, and a great 
time is had in Sunday 
School.” 

David continues: “There 
are some of my friends 
whose lives have been chang- 
ed when they have gone up 
for prayers after a service. 
All sorts of problems have 
been sorted out with God’s 
help. Another member, 
Wendy Becker, adds: “And 
you will find the worship is 
lively and relevant.” 

The advert ends with the 
group singing: ‘In the pres- 
ence of your people, I will 
praise your name’, and 
David concludes: “And best 
of all, come to Cogges and 
you will find Jesus, the 


Why not come to Cogges 
instead? 

Why, I ask, why, I cry, 
what’s at Cogges, why should 
I? 

’Cos there’s life at Cogges, 
there’s fun down there, you 
can bring the kids, everyone 
can share. 

Wrinklies too will find a 
place. Isn’t it time they got 
some space? 

Tried it once, no-one spoke. 
Cogges sounds better, per- 
haps there’s hope. 

At Cogges you will find 
there is certainly hope. 

With Jesus’ love you will be 
able to cope. 

He will bring love, joy, 
peace into your life. 

Jesus is the answer to all 
your strife. 




Cartoon by Sally Rowe, a freelance graphic designer, who lives near Wokingham. She is 
also a Mothers’ Union member. 


o’clock and meet with 
Jesus?” 

(Group Three — David 
Page, Barbara Eaton , Neil 
Hubbard and Wendy 
Becker). “What do you ex- 
pect to find when you open 
a church door? Come to 
Cogges and you may be in 
for a surprise,” said their 
presenter, David Page. Then 
Neil adds, “When I first 
came to Cogges, someone 
actually welcomed me at 
the door.” Barbara, another 


living Saviour and Lord. 
The door is open for you. 
Do come in.” 

(Group Four — Janette 
Bessent, Pauline Page , Ali- 
son Laithwaite and Sandy 
Reynolds). All four members 
of this group sang their 
broadcast together as a ‘sung 
rap’, and this is how it 
went: 

Clean the car, or lie there 
yawning. 

Looking for excuses to stay 
in bed, 


BOOK BRIEFS 


The art of fine writing 


The Calligraphers Handbook 
(A and C Black, £14.95) 
edited by Heather Child on 
behalf of the Society of 
Scribes and Illuminators is a 
fascinating study of every 
aspect of calligraphy from 
choice of writing imple- 
ments, letter design and 
layout to papermaking, the 
use of parchment, illuminat- 
ing and binding. 

Calligraphy is an art which 
should be more widely used 
in our churches, whether 
for notices and guides or for 
commemorating events and 
projects in the life of the 
church (such as a list of 
those involved in making 
kneelers) or for a memorial 
book of interments of cre- 
mated remains. Such items 
then become works of art in 
their own right. There are 


no doubt more elementary 
books, but the Handbook 
contains much practical ad- 
vice as well as history and 
theory to inspire us to prac- 
tise the art of fine writing. 

M.S . 

How to do it 

Are you thinking of 
reordering your church but 
don’t know where to start? 
Does your church need a 
new heating system but you 
are unaware of the options 
available? Is yours a wel- 
coming church? Reframing 
the Questions : A guide to the 
reordering of existing church- 
es and the building of new 
(Diocese of Rochester, £8.50 
postage included from: The 
Diocesan Office, St Nicholas 
Church, Rochester, Kent 


ME1 1SL) was commis- 
sioned by the Bishop’s Coun- 
cil of the Rochester Diocese 
and compiled by Derek L.S. 
Phillips, an architect 
specialising in church build- 
ings. 

It ought to be the answer 
to many a churchwarden’s 
prayer. However, it is in 
fact better at asking ques- 
tions than giving the answers 
to them. There is far too 
much jargon. Some of the 
problems are peculiar to the 
Diocese of Rochester, and 
more ruthless editing could 
have produced a much better 
book. However, the 
reordering questionnaires at 
the back would make a 
useful basis for any PCC 
discussion before any major 
decisions are taken. 

C.Z. 


Were we pleased with the 
results? The answer has to 
be “Yes”. We had a lot of 
fun, both in preparing the 
adverts and in presenting 
them. It was interesting that 
each Group came up with a 
different advert, but each 
one in a different way said 
something special about our 
church. 

Of course, the purpose in 
doing this exercise is two- 
fold. Firstly, it was good to 
think how we would adver- 
tise our church and this is 
important as we think about 
our response to the Decade 
of Evangelism. But, second- 
ly, it was a good opportunity 
for us near the start of our 
Awayday to relax and start 
to work together. 

Other churches may want 
to try the same exercise in 
their PCCs or in other groups 
and we would certainly en- 
courage others to do this. 


Perhaps all the clergy should 
be asked to prepare an 
advert for their churches. 
They they could compare it 
with adverts prepared by a 
cross section from their con- 
gregations? 

Reading goes 
to Germany 

In May this year, a party of 
Christians aged from eight 
years old to 80, and repre- 
senting ten churches in the 
Reading area, travelled to 
Diisseldorf on the latest of 
a series of exchange visits. 

We stayed in the homes 
of Christians from churches 
in Diisseldorf and its sur- 
roundings and many friend- 
ships were strengthened and 
new ones made. 

On Wednesday evening 
all the hosts and guests 
joined in an ecumenical ser- 
vice at the Berger Kirche. 
We were joined at this 
service by five members of 
the Reformed Church from 
Bohlebela, South Africa. 
Other parts of the service 
were led by members of the 
Evangelische and Roman 
Catholic churches of 
Diisseldorf. 

We have invited our Ger- 
man friends to bring a party 
to Reading in 1993. This 
continues the custom of hav- 
ing a visit in each direction 
followed by a fallow year, 
but the Reading end of the 
Interchange will continue to 
meet occasionally to keep in 
touch. Anyone who would 
like further information is 
invited to contact the Secre- 
tary (0734 265672), or to 
come to the annual general 
meeting, to be held on 
November 1, 1991 at 8pm 
at Caversham Heights Meth- 
odist Church. 

Doreen Woods 


Anniversary for SSJE 

The Society of St John the Evangelist (SSJE), the oldest 
religious order for men in the Anglican Church and 
founded in the parish of Cowley, Oxford, celebrates its 
125th anniversary this summer. To mark the occasion, all 
the brothers of the North American congregation made a 
three-week pilgrimage to the UK. 

The brothers visited the Hebridian Island of Iona, before 
embarking on an anniversary pilgrimage to Durham, 
Lincoln and Walsingham. Their travels ended in Oxford in 
mid-August for a conference on religious life with the 
Sisters of the Love of God (founded by the SSJE). 

SSJE is a community of priests and laymen who take life 
vows of poverty, celibacy and obedience. Throughout its 
125 years brothers have served all over the world and now 
maintain houses both in the UK and America. They live a 
life of prayer and are active as spiritual directors, retreat 
leaders, confessors and evangelists. 


Deacons 
to be 
ordained 

The following will be ordain- 
ed deacons by The Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford at 10.30am on Sun- 
day September 29 at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford, 
when the preacher will be 
the Revd Canon Ronald 
Coppin of Durham Cathe- 
dral, and the candidates will 
be presented by the Arch- 
deacon of Berkshire, the 
Ven David Griffiths. Your 
prayers are asked for them. 

Barbara Doubtfire, Rich- 
ard Fordham (Cookham), 
John Longuet-Higgins 
(Kidlington) , Elizabeth 
Monk, John Peters (Thame), 
Audrey Phillips (Princes 
Risborough), Christine Pratt 
(SS Luke & Bartholomew, 
Reading), Philip Ringer 
(Chalfont St Peter), 
Vaughan Roberts (St 
Ebbe’s, Oxford), Tom 
Shortland (Welford with 
Wickham & Gt Shefford, 
Boxford & Stockcross), Wil- 
liam Stileman (St Andrew^, 
Oxford), Nancy Taylor 
(Weston Turville). 


Death of 
Eric Wild 

A former Bishop of Reading, 
the Right Revd Eric Wild, 
died in Newbury on August 
10 . 

Bishop Eric, who was 
Area Bishop of Reading 
from 1972 to 1982, died in 
hospital after a short illness, 
having celebrated Holy 
Communion only the Sunday 
before. His wife and Father 
George Bennett, Team Vicar 
of St John the Evangelist, 
Newbury, were with him. 
The funeral will be a private 
one, but a thanksgiving ser- 
vice will be held in Reading 
some time in September. 
We send our love and 
to Mrs Wild and 


There will be an obituary 
in the October DOOR. 


Harvest time 
for children 

Harvest is a new study course 
for children, produced by 
the Church Army. 

It offers a choice of four 
linked starting points, water, 
air, people and animals and 
is suitable for use in school 
or Sunday school with chil- 
dren of a wide age and 
ability range. To go with it 
is a new harvest time service, 
‘Fruits of the Earth, Fruits 
of the Spirit’, which includes 
prayers, Bible readings, a 
recipe for baking bread. 

To get copies of the study 
course and service send 50p 
and a large sae to: Captain 
Gordon Kitney CA, Church 
Army, Independents Road, 
Blackheath, London SE3 
9LG. 


C< St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 

AT YOUR SERVICE 


BIBLES 

ACROSS THE 

GREETINGS CARDS 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

DIOCESE ■ 

POSTERS 

CASSETTES & C.D.’s 

A.S.B.’s 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

63-65 High Street 
87 St Aldate Great Missenden 

FRAMED PICTURES 
STATIONERY 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

Oxford Bucks 

JEWELLERY etc. 

‘SPECIAL’ 

OX1 1RB HP16 0AA 

0865 244654 Tel: (02406) 2168 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ORDERS 

SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 
(0734) 576078 


Tel 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 1EE 
Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP1 1 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 22004 


Airport 

Aquaria 


HILLIER GARDEN CENTRE 
FAIRFIELD NURSERIES 
HERITAGE NURSERIES 
HERITAGE NR NEWBURY, 
BERKS. 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

THE COMPLETE WATER 
GARDENING CENTRE 

SUPERB RANGE OF HIGH QUALITY POND 
PLANTS — PLUS ALL YOUR WATER 
GARDENING REQUREMENTS 

0633 201698 


A GREEN POND IS NOT NECESSARILY 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 


LATTENDALES 

Quaker Guest House, Greystoke, 
Penrith, Cumbria CA11 0UE 
07684 83229 


Quietly situated on the 
north edge of the 
Lakeland National Park, 
Lattendale is a guest 
house of the Friends 
Fellowship of Healing 



The ideal location for those requiring 
rest and good companionship, also 
offering the opportunity for peaceful 
meditation and retreat within its 
beautiful walled gardens. Lattendales 
also offers good self-contained 
accommodation and a programme of 
special interest events. 
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NEW, USED & 
PERIOD OFFICE 
FURNITURE 

• Unbeatable discounts on 
modern office furniture 

• Reproduction and antique 
desks 

• Best selection of used office furniture 
in Home Counties — all at keenest 
terms 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
Sat by appointment only 

Immediate cash for your surplus 
office furniture 


COMP-STAT 

The Old Mill House. Aylesbury 
Road. Wing. Bucks. LU7 OPE 

Tel: (0296) 688543 


QUALITY 

BEDROOM 

FURNITURE 

EXPERT PLANNING 
& FITTING 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
Call today for colour 
^ portfolio. 

B. A. BEDROOMS 
Tel: (0734) 668847 

ACCESS & VISA WELCOME 


K AND P 
MAINTENANCE 

Roofing, Plastering, 
Plumbing, Patios, 
Fitted kitchens, 
Extensions and 
alterations etc. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

(0608)641068 
& (0608) 641771 


Specialists in 

SATELLITE 

SYSTEMS 

Wide variety 
available 
throughout the 
year. 

Tel 0296435104 

AYLESBURY BASED 


G.T. VACUUM 
SERVICE AND 
REPAIRS 

Fast and professional 
service 

Most makes of vacuum 
cleaners 

For low cost repairs 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 0494 462625 


MIKE 
PRATLEY 

Fully Qualified Painter 
and Decorator 

For Professional Service 
in all interior and exterior 
decoration 

Private and contract work 
undertaken 

I Chipping Norton 
643121 __ 


GARDEN SHEDS 

E.g 8' x 6' from 

£159 inc VAT 

FENCING 

PANELS 

E.g. 6' x 6' 

£9.95 inc VAT 
SHIPTON 
FENCING 

1 Colonial Way, 

Watford 0923 212620 


KOI PONDS 

Add a splash of colour to 
your garden with a relaxing 
pond. 

From absolutely beginners to 
absolutely anything! 

From goldfish to Koi. 

Have your pond designed and 
built by an expert. Filtration 
systems installed on existing 
ponds. Existing leaky ponds re- 
lined in fibre glass. 
Members of British Koi Keepers 
Society and Guild of Master 
Craftsmen. 

Tel: (0235) 832814 


ROBERTS BOATS 

Transportation 22' Maxs, pick-up service, 
anti-fouling and repairs, outboard motor 
services. Free quotes. Mobile available. 

Roberts Boats, 2 Roseberry Way, 
Tring, Herts HP23 5PS 

Tel Watford 226862 and 
Tring 6163 


REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS AND DOORS 

uPVC , Aluminium and Hardwood 

★ Free survey and advice 

★ A personal professional service 

★ A top quality product 

★ Sensible prices 

★ NO SALESMEN, 

JUST HONEST TRADESMEN 

S.G. HARRIET 0494 716838 

anytime 



eagems- e®mme& 

Individually tailored and thatched cottages styled 
multipurpose buildings 

ALPHA GARDEN CENTRE 
LONDON ROAD, 

WICKFORD, ESSEX 
Tel: 0268 570227 



AUTOMATIC 
REAR SEAT BELTS 

MOST MODELS FITTED 
FOR JUST 

£79 

Mobile service available 
Auto body repairs 
Representative of the 
Buckinghamshire area 

Days 02407 71507 
Eves 0494 764247 



roIaView 

THE CEILING 
MOUNTED T.V. 
SUPPORT 

Bedroom and kitchen TV's waste space and 
rarely face the ideal direction. Existing wall 
mounted supports are restricted to available 
wall space and have only limited movement. 

I With full swivel and up to 50°tilt easy adjustment, ceiling mounted Rotaview 
I offers virtually an infinite choice of location and faces anywhere YOU wish to 
I view from. 


Pl\lLY 


Easily fitted to ceiling with only 2 screws (all fixings and full instructions jncluded) 
Ideal for bedroom and kitchen 
British made high quality steel construction 
T.V. positively held for greater safety and security 
Full money hack guarantee 
Attractive finish in durable black epoxy 

Range of sizes to suit most sets up to 530mm W x 420mm H 


Payment by cheque. Postal order. Access 


S. J. HUNT 

Building 

Contractor 

★ Renovations 

★ Extensions 

★ Fireplaces 

★ Roofing ★ Patios 

Stonework Specialist 
Representatives of 
Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire 
All traditional work 
undertaken 

Tel S-U-W 831 629 




or Visa. 


HOTLINE (0525) 

9am — 5pm Monday — Friday 


Please complete and send to: 

Rotaview RO. Box 73, Commerce Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 8ZE 

Please send me roTaViews Please debit my Credit Card Access D 

Overall Height j I I I I T I I I I I I I \~W 

of Television mm 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 L 

Overall Width Expiry Date Signature 

of Television mm 

Name 

I enclose my cheque/ Delivery Address 

Postal Order Value £ (Please print) 

Made payable to roTaView. 

Tel 


Visa □ 

r~n 


UNWELCOME 
HOUSE GUESTS 

Such as: Wasps, Ants, 
Cockroaches, Mice, Rats, etc. 

THE PEST 
CONTROLLER 

on 0296 29881 


PLANS 

For all building works. 
For a fast friendly efficient 
service from fully qualified 
professionals. 

Tel: (0296) 714107 


SEWING MACHINES 

Service/Repair 

In your own home 

0494 L . 
712904 £□• 

NEW/USED 
MACHINES FOR 
SALE J 


PINE 

STRIPPING 

Doors and furniture, delivery 
and collection available. 
Efficient and friendly service. 

Tel (0869) 277570 

(anytime) 



YOU DESIGN 

I will build Stone, Brick or 
mixed. 

Old fireplaces removed new 
ones installed. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel Oxford 714132 


VISION AERIALS 

TV FM Aerials electronically aligned, extra points, 12 
months guarantee, same day service. 

No call out charge. 

TELEPHONE AYLESBURY 433668 
or (0860) 784154 


MAI 


AYTON 

POK-KEEPING 
ERVICE 


# Book-keeping for small businesses 

# While you do your job 

# Efficient and reliable service 

"Garway", Radley Road, Abingdon 

Telephone: (0235) 520392 


Will you come back to a 

BURGLARY? 


Fully fitted and guaranteed 

FROM UNDER £300 

Also External Security Lighting 




Free estimates :: No obligation ATVALAHMSySTQISl 

Tel: 0494 526374 any time 


CDCnPUTR TUC1E ffff- 

Mobile Car Engine Tuning and Ser vicing | 


OUR WORK GUARANTEED FOR SOOO MILES/6 MONTHS 


(WAT) 


FULL ENGINE TUNE £33 o 
ENGINE SERVICE & TUNE EeaTso 

Service Price Inludes: Plugs. Points. Oil & Filter 
VISA, ACCESS and MASTERCARD 
FOR MORE POWER BETTER ECONOMY 


0494 431743 

Vodaphone: 0831 585385 


%4t e«M Ca tpytc. ««/ 



94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 0BB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes — • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING - A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10 year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 
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NURSING HOMES 


RESIDENTIAL 

CA RE 


IGangatun JJrtarg 

KINGHAM, OXON 

Registered Residential and Nursing Home 



Attractive single rooms, some ensuite and double rooms for married 
. couples. 

★ QUALIFIED STAFF ★ 24-HOUR CARE 
Only 25 minutes by rail to Oxford. 

Proprietor: Mrs E. H. Burden SRN, SCM. Mr R. L. Burden, Bsc(Hons) 

TELEPHONE: KINGHAM (0608) 658233 


A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 



Beautiful 16thC manor house designed specifically for those seeking 
choice, independence and long-term security during retirement. Fully 
registered care facilities including 24 hour nursing care in tranquil 
riverside setting. Congenial relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library, 
licensed bar. Apartments for couples, all accommodation en-suite. 
Superb leisure facilities; music, drama, the arts, bridge, fishing, 
cr(X|uet etc. 

Weekly fees for residential or nursing care 
from £545 per week. 

Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, 
convalescent and post-operative care. 

For further details please contact: Shirley Lefort, 

The Old Prebendal House, Shipton-under-Wychwood, 

Oxford OX7 6BQ. Tel: 0993 831888. 



Time to alter attitudes 


The evening after I had 
finished reading Dr Anne 
Borrowdale’s recent book 
Distorted Images , Christian 
Attitudes to Women , Men 
and Sex (SPCK, £6.99) I 
was talking to a young 
woman about her experiences 
of a previous marriage, 
including being beaten by 
her husband. A number of 
things she said including the 
way in which she had even 
begun to wonder whether it 
was her fault , reminded me 
of what I had been so 
recently reading. So too, did 
the way in which, when my 
grandson cried as a result of 
banging his head, I was 
tempted to tell him to stop 
as He was a little boy. 

As Dr Borrowdale sug- 
gests, it can be from as 
simple a matter as the latter 
that we develop our basic 
attitudes to members of our 
own and the opposite sex, 
and the way in which we 
expect them to behave and 
the roles which they fulfil in 
society. The way in which 
she examines the myths con- 
nected with sexual violence 
and rape, in particular, I 
found most useful - as well 
as her comments on how 
attention is focussed on the 
victim rather than the assail- 
ant; and on why women 
-v" 



remain in the home when 
the husband is violent. 

The final chapter, ‘Restor- 
ing the Image 9 , is one in 
which suggestions are put 
forward to do just that, not 
least in Christian thinking 
about sexual ethics which as 
she says “still concentrates 
much more on who has the 
right to do what to whom 
than on the content of a 
relationship”. 

Her book is a useful contri- 
bution to much of the current 
debate and concern on what 
all too often amounts to a 
distorted image of women 
(and men) which has grown 
up over the years. It is not a 
stridently “feminist” book, 
but one which, with numer- 
ous references to other 
writers — references I found 
grated a little after a while - 
genuinely seeks to stir 
Christians, into healthier at- 
titudes to women, men and 
sex. I recommend it. 

David Cawte 

Canon David Cawte is Vicar 
of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd , Cox Green near 
Maidenhead. Dr Anne 
Borrowdale, is Diocesan Of- 
ficer for Social Responsibil- 
ity. 


Lighting their lives 



LIGHTHOUSE 91 was the biggest Christian holiday event 
in the Chilterns. Churches from Great Missenden, Prestwood 
and surrounding villages worked together to provide five- 
days of fun and laughter, games and craft, prayer and 
praise for almost 800 children. The volunteer workforce 
came from Roman Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Anglican 
and free churches. 

‘Lighthouse keepers’ cared for 5 to 12 year-olds as they 
followed a different timetable every day. Families were 
invited on Saturday to vote for the top ten Lighthouse songs 
and cheer the water-based antics of the leaders. 

The buzz of activity took place in a huge marquee on the 
Buryfield, Great Missenden. Now in its fourth year, 
Lighthouse has grown into a summer holiday regular, for 
teenagers as well as children. Evenings included music and 
dancing with Ishmael; guests included the Bishop of 
Buckingham and a vicar from Bermondsey; and drama 
from Stairs & Whispers Theatre Company. Young people 
were given ample opportunity to take the Gospel’s claims 
seriously. 


Parish Communications 


In this book, Mission Imposs- 
ible: A Theology of the Local 
Church (Peter Sedgewick, 
Collins 1990), Peter 
Sedgewick examines how lo- 
cal churches have tried to 
communicate in the 1980’s 
— initiatives, successes and 
failures. At the start of the 
Decade of Evangelism, he 
tries to offer a new theology 
of mission in the community. 

The context is the North- 
East, where the author work- 
ed for many years. The 
stories about Church re- 
sponses to what was going 
on are interesting to read. I 
was ready to like the book, 


because I know a lot of the 
people quoted and referred 
to, from my time in the 
North-East. Peter even men- 
tions me! Yet, in the end, I 
found it unsatisfying. 

There are good ideas, 
and I found the summaries 
of various theologians useful, 
but I didn’t find it easy to 
read. It’s bitty, and there 
wasn’t a clear underlying 
argument coming through. 
I’ll quote from it, use it and 
I welcome the fact that its 
been written; yet for me, it 
doesn’t quite work. 

Anne Borrowdale. 


Believing and trusting 


A new Bible studies course 
has been produced by {The 
Mothers’ Union for use in 
groups. It aims to help us to 
get to know what our faith 
means to us and to learn to 
share that knowledge with 
others Called I believe and 
Trust , it is divided into eight 
sections on topics which 
include ‘God the Creator, 
‘Baptism’, ‘God the Redee- 
mer’ and ‘Time for Decision 
and Action’. Each section 
provides an opportunity for 
sharing, exploring, reflecting 
and worship using a Bible 


passage to focus on possible 
future action.' 

Packs are available from 
November 1 for £5 from 
The Mothers’ Union, The 
Priory Room, Christ Church, 
Oxford OX1 1DP. (0865 
726308). 


Marching 
for Jesus 


A Day To Proclaim The 
King heralds this year’s 
March for Jesus. On Sep- 
tember 14, hundreds of thou- 
sands of Christians will take 
to the streets in His name. 
The marchers know no 
boundaries, and people of 
all denominations, ages, col- 
ours, and creeds are uniting 
to celebrate Jesus before a 
watching world. 

There is bound to be a 
march near you and the 
main ones in the Diocese 
are listed here. Contact your 
local organiser or just turn 
up on the day or you can 
contact the March headquar- 
ters (address below) as one 
may have been registered 
late. And if you are organi- 
sing a march which we 
haven’t listed here, the or- 
ganisers would like to hear 
from you. 

OXFORD (city). Assemble at the 
recreation ground adjacent to the 
Ice Rink at 11am for pre-march 
rally and set off at 11.30am. Special 
feature-street drama and witness 
with representatives from at least 
five City churches at 
Carfax ,Westgate and St Aldates. 
Phil Sutton 0865 750904 or Neil 
Grady 0865 247075. 

OXFORD (Headington). Assemble 
10.30am at Bury Knowlc Park for 
pre-march rally, to set off at Ham. 
Rehearsals at Headington Baptist 
Church, Old High Street on Monday 
September 9 and Thursday 12 at 
8pm. Contact the Revd Eric Brignal 
0865 688388. 

READING (South) Assemble 
10.30am at Whitley Hall Methodist 
Church or Swallowfield Drive (field) 
to march to Rabson's Recreation 
Ground for midday drama/praise 

at 12.45{ 

> join 

Rehearsal Saturday September 7, 7- 
8pm St Agne’s Church, Northumber- 
land Avenue, Reading. Contact 
Elizabeth Brazell 0734 874448 or 
Fred Attwood 0734 876177. 
SLOUGH. Assemble at Upton 
Grammar School, Lascelles Road at 
10.15am to march at 11am. A 20- 
minute stop is planned in the High 
Street for singing, drama, preaching 
and prayer. Finish at Baptist Church, 
Windsor Road. Contact: Stephen 
Cozins 0753 646373 evenings, or 
Robin Scott 0628 605718 office 
hours. 

OTHERS' 

BANBURY:’ Ray Gill 0295 268351; 
BEACONSFIELD: Alan Kendal 
0494 813744; CHESHAM: Nick 
Cresswell 0494 728540; CHIPPING 
NORTON: W Smith 0608 642776; 
DEANSHANGER: Jonathon Dyke 
0908 563628; GROVE: D Rowe 
02357 68071; HIGH WYCOMBE: 
D Allsop 0494 442842; LOWER 
EARLEY (nr Reading): John Eagle 
0734 664479; MARCHAM: Neil 
Rowe 0865 390885; NEWBURY: 
Gaynor Jones 0635 40172; NEW- 
PORT PAGNELL: Ted Bale 0230 
65443; YATTENDON & 
FRILSHAM: The Revd Martin War- 
ren 0635 201213; WITNEY: Roger 
Cole 0993 779102. 

Headquarters: March for Jesus, PO 
Box 59, Sunbury-on-Thames, Mid- 
dlesex TW16 6PP. 0923 789681. 


All local churches welcome to join 


OCTOBER DOOR 

i One World Week Supplement 

> The Bishop of Reading reflects on his great walkabout 

> All about the new ordinands 


SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

COVERDALE COURT, YEOVIL 

Coverdale Court is based on a concept of gradually increasing 
care. 

It consists of 14 well-built homes, each with its own small 
private garden, informally arranged around two skilfully 
landscaped courts, near the centre of Yeovil but completely 
secluded. 

Residents enjoy complete independence and privacy; but they 
have the assurance of an alarm system, serviced from the 
adjoining nursing-home, which provides immediate warden 
cover day and night. “Meals on wheels” and laundry service 
are available as and when required. There is a communal guest 
suite which eases the burden of hospitality. 

The houses are of different size (from one to three bedrooms) 
and design, but they are all built to the same high quality. They 
are to be sold on a long lease of 125 years. 

Prospectuses are available. Inspection is invited. Please 
telephone in the first instance: Chris and Hilary Wharton, 
0935-72102. One of the first residents has kindly said that he 
will answer any informal queries in confidence; telephone: 
0935-77835. 



TUMBLETOTS, PHYSICAL activity 
and fun for pre-school children, for 
your nearest centre and further details 
ring Jenny Holmes 024024 3085. 


AUTHORS 

WANTED 

BY UK PUBLISHER 

All subjects considered for co-partner- 
ship publication. 

Write for details to 

Dept J4, 

JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
Duke House, 37 Duke Street, 
London, WlM 5DF 


CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP/MAR- 
RIAGE INTRODUCTIONS. Singles 
Fellowship Groups. Social Events (Ox- 
ford). Holidays. CFF, Dept C6, Eden- 
thorpe, Doncaster. 

DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR and 
. FERRAMENTA specialist. Tel: 
0494 23978. Somerset House, 145 
London Rd, High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP11 1BT. 

LECTERN BIBLE, vgc, King James 
version available for donation. En- 
quiries Sr J Harris. Tel. 0908 613161. 



THE 

Jems 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 


• Warm homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Caring, Supportive professional staff 

• Short and Long stay. • Easily accessible garden 

• Living room with open fireplace • Latest modem aids 

• Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 832863 
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The DOOR opens on 


Shippon/RAF Abingdon 


Where prayers take wing 



The village of Shippon lies 
just beyond the eastern edge 
of RAF Abingdon, yet its 
peace seems remarkably un- 
disturbed by all the comings 
and goings of the airfield so 
close at hand. It is a trim 
little place, with a typical 
small Victorian church that 
rarely figures in the guide 
books. 

Once inside, however, the 
visitor can’t help noticing 
that the brasswork is particu- 
larly well polished, the step 
of the churchwardens unusu- 
ally brisk and that there is 
an RAF window in the 
north wall. For St Mary 
Magdalene’s is in fact far 
from being a typical parish 
church, and is one of a very 
few in the country to have a 
double function as an RAF 
church. Though the Rector 
of Abingdon, the Revd 
David Manship, is officially 
the vicar of Shippon, the 
Curate-in-charge is the Revd 
(Wing Commander) John 
Morley, Anglican Chaplain 
at RAF Abingdon, and the 
congregation includes not 
only long-term residents but 
transient RAF personnel and 
their families. 

Varied duties 

The RAF station at 
Abingdon opened in 1932, 
and during the war provided 
the base for a bomber squad- 
ron before becoming part of 
transport command when it 
was in the forefront of the 
Berlin airlift. It is no longer 
a flying base, but an aircraft 
servicing unit and also the 
hone of a repair and salvage 
squadron which sends per- 
sonnel all over the world to 
recover damaged aircraft. 
Their expertise is unrivalled, 
and a team from the station 
went to Lockerbie and were 
later diverted to the Ml air 
crash. Eighty men and 
women from RAF Abingdon 
also served in the Gulf 
War. 

In the days of compulsory 
church parades, services 
were held in a gymnasium 
on the station. However, 
since church attendance be- 
came optional in the sixties, 
RAF services have taken 
place in Shippon church 
apart from the annual Battle 
of Britain Service and parade 


(September 15) which is 
held at St Helen’s Church 
in nearby Abingdon. 

It seems a happy arrange- 
ment, not only for the RAF 
but also for the village. The 
church has been spared many 
of the financial problems 
experienced in other parish- 
es, and church members 
and their children benefit 
from being allowed to join 
organisations such as 
brownies and cubs, which 
are organised on the base 
and whose leaders are mainly 
church folk. About 80 per 
cent of the church’s members 
have RAF connections, and 
so there is an ever-present 
pool of new talent and 
energy which has been put 
to excellent use. 

One of the churchwar- 
dens, John Morley (not to 
be confused with the Revd 
John Morley), recently left 
the RAF, where his work 
involved the validation of 
training methods. Eighteen 
months ago he used his 
administrative skills to con- 
duct a review of church life 
at St Mary’s. Everyone had 
an opportunity to air their 
views and its conclusions 
were recommended to the 
PCC. 

“We saw that as a church 
family we needed to cater 
for each other’s needs, and 
realised that if. we wanted 
older members to join in 
the modern choruses at our 
Family Service, we should 


also provide Morning Prayer 
for them.” As' a result Mat- 
tins, abolished five years 
ago, has been' reinstated 
every second Sunday and 
the congregation is “knitting 
together much more as a 
church family,” John Morley 
says. 

Shippon Parish Hall won 
an award in the 1988/9 
Village Ventures Competi- 
tion, and is another splendid 
example of co-operation be- 
tween the RAF, the church 
and the local community. 
The previous RAF Chaplain, 
Mike Roemmele, was dis- 
mayed to discover on his 
arrival in 1985 that there 
was nowhere to hold the 
Sunday School. There was 
even talk of asking the 
landlord of the Feathers 
for the use of his lounge on 
Sunday mornings. The prob- 
lem was resolved when a 
surplus Portakabin was 
found on the base and paid 
for with the proceeds of a 
village fete. However, soon 
that proved too small for 
church needs and it was 
decided to convert a dilapi- 
dated poultry house adjacent 
to the church, offered to 
the church for a peppercorn 
rent, into a village hall. 

Close co-operation 

From the start it was 
agreed that the hall was to 
be for community as well as 
church use. In 1987 a group 
of volunteers, many of them 
RAF personnel, started 
work, and when John Morley 
took over as chaplain in 
1987 work, the restoration 
was underway. 

The hall was officially 
opened in April, 1989, and 
is used for everything from 
Sunday School, Bible classes 
and PCC meetings to whist 



The weekly evening gardening session. 



The crest in a commemorative church window given 
by the people of Shippon and RAF Abingdon as a 
“symbol of their bond of fellowship. 


drives, RAF Wives Club 
meetings and rock group 
rehearsals. Not only has it 
been an asset to the church 
and to the community, but 
it has resulted in even closer 
co-operation between RAF 
Abingdon and the people of 
Shippon. Since the hall’s 
completion, Wednesday 
evenings have been designat- 
ed “maintenance evenings” 
when members of the con- 
gregation, both RAF and 
civilian, meet to clean the 
hall, mow the churchyard 
and “enjoy fellowship and a 
pint” at the pub. 

A church which on aver- 
age loses one-third of its 
congregation every year 
sounds like a vicar’s night- 
mare, with Sunday school 
numbers going up and down 
with the arrival and depar- 
ture of families and sad 
farewells almost every other 
Sunday. But here the civilian 
members of the church come 
into their own by providing 
a sense of stability and 
continuity. The Mothers’ 
Union branch started and 
run by Kathie Morley, wife 
of the Revd John Morley, 
has ten civilian members 
and five RAF wives and 
meets in the new hall. 
Although the group is also 
affected by postings, its 
programme is rooted in the 


locality and this year includes 
a talk by the Mayor of 
Abingdon, to whom Padre 
Morley is chaplain. 

Next year’s celebrations 
for the 60th anniversary of 
RAF Abingdon’s opening in 
1932, will be charged with 
emotion not only for RAF 
servicemen and the people 
of Abingdon, but also for 
the Chaplain, John Morley. 
Like all padres, he joined 
on a four-year short service 
commission, by chance, 
when the lights go out at 
RAF Abingdon in 1993, he 
too will have come to the 
end of his service life. 

“Not only Abingdon but 
Shippon will be sad to see 
the RAF go. They are not 
only part of the local econ- 
omy but also part of the 
local church,” he says. No 
one yet knows whether St 
Mary’s Church will continue 
to have its own priest-in- 
charge, or even regular servi- 
ces after 1993, and in any 
case the civilian congregation 
left behind are bound to 
feel a deep sense of loss 
when their priest and their 
service members finally de- 
part. However, those left 
behind will have not only 
their fine new village hall 
but also a firm foundation 
of church life to build on. 

Christine Zwart 




Direct 



0800 282814 

OR WRITE FOR CATALOGUE TO 
BUDGET DIRECT LID. FREEPOST 
• DEPT 750. WEST WICKHAM - 
KENT BR4 0NJ 



ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY — 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 

Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s Bookshop, 235/237 
Manchester Corn Exchange, 
Hanging Ditch, M4 3BP 

Tel: 061-835 1069 
(home: 0942 813280) 


CASH PAID FOR 
BRIC-A-BRAC 

China, Oddments, Kitchen 
equipment, small 
household items. 

Tel: Kidlington 

(08675) 77356 


FLOWER FESTIVAL 

at ST ANDREWS CHURCH 
Sandford-on-Thames 

on the theme of 
Music Music Music 

ON SATURDAY 7th SEPT 
10.00-6.00pm 
SUNDAY 8th 
1 1 .00-6pm 


WANTED 

Revised standard version 
Bible/Lecturn size. 

Good condition 

Contact Mrs Borrowes. 

0869 40200 


♦ 4 


► ♦ 


ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work. 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available. 

TEL: BATH 339484 

TT 


S0UTHM00R 

HOUSE 

Kingston Bagpuize 

Registered 
Residential Home 

A beautiful, centrally heated, Georgian 
house, set in lovely gardens where 
loving care is given 24 hours a day. 

For further details telephone 

Mrs. J Adnams 

(Matron) 

0865 820225 (days) 
03677 18905 (eves) 


INSTANT POTHOLE 
REPAIR COMPOUND 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


Sent daily all over Britain 
to estates, farms, schools etc. 

The answer to PCC prayers 

With I PRC churches can mend 
their own potholes 

SIMPLY — no special tool 
QUICKLY — no cutting out, no mixing 
“ Y-INEXP 


PERMANENTLY - INEXPENSIVELY 

Discount for Churches 


Rapitex Systems Ltd 
Ridgeway, Ludlow Rd 
LEOMINSTER 
Herefordshire HR6 ODH 
Tel: 0568 612446 Fax: 0568 614726 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

Westbourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 29193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


RELIEF WARDEN 

Required for North Oxford Retirement Community, mature, 
caring person for occasional weekend duty. 

48 hour shift, comfortable accommodation and all meals 
provided while on duty. 

.FOR FURTHER DETAILS TEL: 

OXFORD 510334 


History: St Mary Magdalene’s 
Church, Shippon, is a small, 
unpretentious Victorian building 
by Sir Gilbert Scott in the early 
English style. It was consecrated 
by Bishop Samuel Wilberforce 
in 1853. The ancient Manor of 
Shippon belonged to Abingdon 
Abbey, and there was almost 
certainly an earlier church on 
the site — though no evidence 
remains. Since the middle 1960s 
it has acted as the chapel for 
RAF Abingdon, as well as the 
parish church of the village of 
Shippon. 

Clergy: Rather complicated! 

David Manship, Rector of 
Abingdon is the official Vicar of 
Shippon, but the RAF Abingdon 
Chaplain, the Revd (Wing Com- 
mander) John Morley is the 
Curate-in-Charge. 

RAF Scripture Reader: Mr Brian 
Henagulph. 

Church Wardens: Flight Sergeant 
Ray Goodson, Mr John Morley. 
Caretaker: Mrs Jenny Wilkins. 
Sunday Services: 9am, 2nd and 
4th Sundays — Holy Communion 
(BCP); 10.30am, 1st, 3rd, 5th — 
Parish Communion (ASB Rite 
A); 10.30am, 2nd — Morning 
Prayer (BCP/1928); 10.30am, 4th 
— Family Praise. (BCP — Book 
of Common Prayer ; ASB — 
Alternative Services Book). 

Other Services: 7.30 Holy Com- 
munion on major Saints’ days. 
Quarterly Holy Communion be- 
fore the Mothers’ Union meet- 
ing. The team are now preparing 
to hold a monthly service of 
Holy Communion with Laying 
on of Hands from this autumn. 
Hymn Books: Hymns Ancient 
and Modern (Standard); Mission 
Praise and “own compilation”. 
Junior Praise is used in the 
Sunday school. 

Choir: Small adult choir of six 
to seven members sing at the 
10.30am Sunday service. 

Sunday School: Meets each Sun- 
day except the 4th (Family 
Praise) in the church hall, at 
10.15am. The ‘Church Mice’ (4- 
8 year olds) and the Acorn 
group follow age-related Scrip- 
ture Union lesson notes. A total 
of 24 children, and a pool of six 
teachers. 

Youth Activities: No youth club, 
but flourishing brownies, cubs, 
etc, available on RAF Abingdon 
are open to civilian as well as 
service children. Most sections 
are run by church members. 
Magazine: The Revd John 

Morley produces a newsletter 
about four times a year. Mainly 
church news, “since little hap- 
pens in the village which is not 
initiated by the church.” 

Other Activities: Wednesday 

lunchtime fellowship group in 
the Chaplain’s Office on the 
RAF station. Series of Lent and 
Christmas studies are always 
undertaken, and occasionally at 
other times. The Mothers’ Union 
meets on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month. A monthly prayer 
group is about to get underway. 
In winter a Christian video/film 
is shown on Tuesday nights 
monthly. About £1,500 last year 
donated to national and local 
charities such as Helen House, 
Sobell House, Naval, Military 
and Air Force Bible Society. 
Currently sponsoring Nick 
Morley on Southwell Diocese 
Volunteer Scheme as a video 
operator on various Church- 
related projects in Nottingham- 
shire. Small annual retreat at 
the Old Parsonage, Freeland in 
Lent; annual house-party in the 
autumn at Amport House, the 
RAF’s chaplaincy centre near 
Andover; beating the bounds; 
annual parish walk. In October 
1991 will be joining with the 
Churches Together in Abingdon 
for a festival ‘Believing and 
Belonging in Abingdon’. 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

Wc exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you are 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

We are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians 

WRITE FOR DETAILS { ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
5. Vale Terrace. Waierfooi. Rossendale. 
Lancashire. BB4 9JQ 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 











WHAT’S ON 


SEPTEMBER 


Sun 1-Sun 8 CHALFONT ST GILES.. 

St Giles' Festival. The Bishop of 
Oxford preaches at a Family Com- 
munion to begin a week of concerts, 
craft exhibitions and demonstrations 
with a flower festival and Son et 
Lumiere at Milton’s Cottage. Closes 
with Choral Evensong with the 
Dean of Windsor. Details from Box 
Office, St Giles Festival, The Rec- 
tory, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks HP8 
4JH or tel 02407 2097/71137. 

Fri 6-Sun 8 BANBURY. St Mhry’s 
Church Bicentenary Celebration with 
a flower festival depicting 200 years 
of Banbury life. Church open Fri 
9.30am-7pm; Sat 9am-7pm; Sun 
llam-6pm. £1, OAPs 50p, children 
free. Services on Sunday include 
8am Holy Communion, 9.45am Par- 
ish Eucharist joined by St Paul’s, St 
Leonard’s & St Hugh's with Bishop 
of Dorchester preaching, 6.30pm 
joint service with St Mary’s and the 
URC climax and thanksgiving for 
the festival. 

Sat 7 MONKS RISBOROUGH. St 
Dunstan's annual church fete. 2- 
5pm. Details: 08444 3016. 

Sat 7 GARSINGTON. St Mary’s 
Church fete. 2pm in the Manor 
gardens. Stalls, games. Jubilee Brass 
Band, Morris dancers, refreshments. 
Details: Fiona Rix, Field House, 
Pettiwell, Garsington, OX9 9ER, tel 
086 736 266. 

Sat 7-Sun 8 SANDFORD-ON- 
THAMES. Flower Festival at St 
Andrew's Church. Theme ‘Music 
Music Music’. Open Sat 10am-6pm, 
Sun llam-6pm. Details: Marjorie 
Harris 0865 777900. 


Sun 8 SEER GREEN, nr. 
Beaconsfield. Service of Prayer and 
Wholeness and Renewal with laying 
on of hands. Conducted by the 
vicar. Canon William Whiffen with 
the Revd Tenniel Evens preaching. 
6pm Holy Trinity Church. Details: 
0494 675013. 


Fri 13-Sun 15 MILTON KEYNES 
VILLAGE. A Tale of Two Villages’. 
Community Drama and Sound & 
Light Production. 7.15pm at The 
Swan. Details: 0908 665270. 


Sat 14-Sun 15 SOULDERN. Harvest 
Festival, St Mary's Church, with ten 
village gardens open. 1.30-5. 30pm 
both days. Teas, stalls, pony rides, 
for church funds. Harvest Service 
6pm on Sunday. Details: 0869 
345295. 


Sat 21 ABINGDON. The World at 
One with God’. A study day for 
Christians from many churches to 
explore their concerns about the 
pressures on the world we share 
with the rest of Creation. Work- 
shops: Third World Debt led by 
Anne Kesterton, Oxford University 
Development Studies Institute; The 
Arms Trade, led by the Revd 
Christopher Hall, Diocesan CCOW 
co-ordinator; and Energy, led by Dr 
Laurie Michaelis, Energy Analyst, 
Harwell Laboratories. Jointly arrang- 
ed by the Church in Abingdon, 
Wantage & Abingdon Methodist 
Circuit, & Christian Concern for 
One World. 10am-4pm All Saints’ 
Methodist Church, Appleford Drive.* 
Details & booking: the Revd Brian 
Jones, 103 Appleford Drive, 
Abingdon, OX14 2AQ, tel. 0235 
521868. 


Sat 21 FENNY STRATFORD. St 
Martin’s Church Open Day. 10am- 
5pm. Flowers, exhibition, refresh- 
ments & evening concert at 7pm. 
Details: the Revd Stephen Huckle, 
Fenny Stratford Vicarage, Manor 
Roaa, Bletchley, Milton Keynes 
MK2 2HW, tel 0908 72825. 

Sat 21-Sun 22 TACKLEY. Harvest 
celebration weekend. Sat 7.30pm 
concert in the church with wine and 
refreshments. Sun gardens open 2- 
5pm, teas, historic walk. Harvest 
Evensong 6pm. Details: Ann 

Shukman 086983 761. 

Fri 27-Sun 29 STOKE POGES. 

‘Life’s Harvest' a celebration in 
flowers. St Giles’ Church, Church 
Lane. Fri & Sat 9.30am-6.30pm, 
Sun 11.30am-6pm with Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service at 10am. 
Ploughman's lunches 12 noon-2pm. 
Details: Mrs J Irvine, 0753 662041. 

Sat 28-Sun 29 BEGBROKE. Flower 
Festival. Teas 2-4pm on Sat and 
after a Songs of Praise service at 
6pm on Sunday. 

Fri 27-Sun 29 WARFIELD. Healing 
Mission led by the Rt Revd Ban It 
Chiu, former Bishop of Singapore. 
Starts 8pm at the church of St 
Michael the Archangel. Details: 
Warfield Church Office 0344 886900 
or 0344 882228. 


Sat 28-Sun 29 BEACONSFIELD. St 
Michael and All Angels 75th birthday 
celebrations. Sat at 7.30pm concert 
by girls of Wycombe Abbey School. 
Tickets £3 proceeds to Iain Rennie 
Hospice at Home. Sun. Solemn 
concelebrated Eucharist at 10am. 
Details: 9494 673464. 

OCTOBER 


Sun 15 WITNEY. Witney Feast 
Sunday. 6pm Feast Service in church. 
7.15pm Fairground Service with the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Wed 18 WANTAGE. Healing Service 
at the parish church of SS Peter & 
Paul. 8pm. Eucharist with laying on 
of hands. Details: 02357 2829. 

Fri 20 BOTOLPH CLAYDON, nr 

Winslow, Bucks. ‘Everyday Spiritual- 
ity’, a conversation between Bishop 
Stephen Verney and the Revd Philip 
Roderick. From 7.30pm at Claydon 
House. Organised by Cottesloe 
Christian Training Programme. 
Details: The Revd Judy Rees, 029671 
3603. 


Sat 5 READING. ‘Exploring the 
Foundation of the Christian Faith’, 
a day course in local evangelism led 
by Jeremy Anderson. Organised by 
the Berkshire Christian Training 
Scheme. Details: 0734 504197. 

Sat 5, MIDDLETON CHENEY, nr 
Banbury. Haydn’s creation — one 
of over 100 performances to support 
the hospice movement. 7.30pm. 
Chenderit School. £5. From 
Katharine House Hospice, East End, 
Adderbury, Banbury, 0X17 3NL, 
0295 811866. 

Sat 5- Mon 7 MAIDENHEAD. All 
Things Bright & Beautiful', St Luke’s 
Flower Festival. Opening service 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 


58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 


GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 


MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 



58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 


10am. Concert Mon. 8pm. Refresh- 
ments. Sunday Harvest Festival 10am 
Family Eucharist, 6pm Festal Even- 
song. Details: P Sigsworth, 20 

Fernley Court, Harrow Lane, 
Maidenhead. 

Sun 13 WITNEY. Deanery Festival 
of Evangelism. St Mary's Church, 
6pm, the Revd John Stott preaching. 
Details: The Revd Roland Meredith, 
0993 702517. 

Sat 26 NEWBURY. St John’s autumn 
bazaar. 2-4pm Luker Hall, St Barth- 
olomew’s School. 

Tues 29-Wed 30 READING. Darwin 
Debunked. The failure of evolution 
to explain the facts.’ Two talks by 
Davia C.C. Watson, author of The 
Great Brain Robbery. 8pm at St 
Mary’s Chapel, Castle Street. 

NOTICES 

ON YOUR BIKE for the annual 
Historic Churches Sponsored Cycle 
Ride. Contact your local organiser: 
Berks Clifford Nicholls 0344 57381; 
Bucks Major J P Wetherall 0234 
712614; Oxon Pippa & George 
Corbett 0280 704820/071 235 1538. 

WHERE’S GOD IN BIRMINGHAM 

is a pre-term conference for new 
Anglican students beginning at 
Birmingham University. It's free, 
and a good way of settling in. 
Contact: Eleanor Campbell-West, 5 
Colleton Crescent, The Friars, Exe- 
ter, Devon EX2 4DJ. 

TOUR OF THE HOLY LAND. Tues 
May 11 -Fri May 22, 1992. Led by 
the Revd David Hastings. For bro- 
chure, information or to book contact 
the Revd David Hastings, 18 Ridge 
Hall Close, Caversham, Reading, 
Berks RG4 7EP, tel 0734 461545. 

WANTAGE CHAMBER CON- 
CERTS, autumn series. September: 
Sat 14 The Metranno Wind Quintet; 
Sat 21 Chamber Music Recital; Sat 
28 Bach’s St Matthew Passion. Octo- 
ber: Sat 5 A Musical Miscellany; Fri 
11 The Bournemouth Sinfonietta. 
All in Wantage Parish Church. 
Tickets £4 for Sept 14, 21 & Oct 5, 
£5 for Sept 28 and £6 for Oct 11. 
Concessions & season tickets avail- 
able. Contact Graham Blyth, 02357 
2299. 

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS and/or 
New Year in the beauty of the New 
Forest and in the comfort and 
friendliness of Minstead Lodge. 
Christmas House Party Dec. 24-28, 
New Year House Party Dec. 30-Jan 
3. Both £65 per person for a shared 
room or £90 for a single. Contact: 
Sue Wiggans, House Guardian, 
Minsteaa Lodge, Minstead, 
Lyndhurst, Hants $043 7FT. 

IS YOUR GERMAN RUSTY? Mari- 
anne Von Kahler offers help to 
clergy in reading complicated articles 
of German theology. Please write to 
her at 10 Lucas Place, Meadow 


Lane, Iffley, Oxford OX4 4HA. 
Free of charge. 

THE FRIENDS OF CATHEDRAL 
MUSIC makes grants to cathedrals 
towards maintenance of our choral 
heritage. The Friends hold gatherings 
each month around the country. 
The next, at Peterborough Cathe- 
dral, is on September 28 and will 
celebrate the life and work of the 
founder, the Revd Ronald Sibthorp. 
Diocesan representative is Dr J M 
Walker, 8 Walton Street, Oxford 
OX1 2HG, 0865 514515. 

HOST (Hosting for Overseas Stu- 
dents) is looking for friendly people 
who would like to invite a lonely 
overseas student studying in Britain 
to spend Christmas, Easter or a 
weekend in their homes and experi- 
ence British homelife. Please help if 
you can offer a warm welcome to 
one or two students, they are 
longing to make friends and meet 
people. Please ring 071-925 2595 or 
write to HOST, 18 Nothumberland 
Avenue, London WC2N 5BJ. 

VERGER’S ROBE & cassock. 
Worthwhile offers to 0865 862977. 

MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC! The Music 
& Workshop Foundation autumn 
programme includes: ‘Hearts, Hands 
& Voices' a day workshop, on Sat 
Oct. 19 for both hearing & partially- 
hearing people; ‘Fancy Footwork 
for the Panicking Pianist 1 , Sun. Oct 
20 for those pianists called upon to 
play the organ; ‘Music for Advent’, 
Sat. Nov. 2; and the highlight is a 
concert on Nov. 23 of Mozart & 
Vaughan Williams (rehearsals on 
Mondays from Sept. 16). All are 
Oxford venues. EARLY BOOKING 
ESSENTIAL. For information and 
to book contact Martin & Barbara 
Cox, 17 Long Lane, Littlemore, 
Oxford, 0865 774254. 

CATHEDRAL SERVERS GUILD 

needs volunteers at Christ Church, 
Oxford to be able to offer all year 
round cover at main Sunday 
Eucharists, major festivals and 
special services. Contact Mr J 
Norsworthy, Cathedral Registrar, 
The Cathedral Office, Christ Church, 
Oxford OX1 1DP, 0865 276155. 

THE MINSTEAD COMMUNITY is 
an ecumenical community whose 
members are committed to a life of 
Christ-centred prayer, mutual sup- 
port and care and concern for those 
in need. The community's Derby- 
shire house would like to hear from 
committed Christians interested in 
joining them for a maximum period 
of nine months (renewable). They 
might be in employment but should 
be willing to give some time to 
working in the house and grounds 
and for guests in exchange for 
subsidised living and a shared prayer 
life. Contact The Minstead Commu- 
nity, The Old Vicarage, Church 
Lane. Horsley Woodhouse, Derby 
DE7 6BB, 0332 780598. 


AUTUMN LEAVES 

Two excellent books have recently fallen into my lap, 
which could be of interest to clergy and readers, leaders of 
study groups preparing for the autumn programme, or 
indeed to anyone who might like to know more about the 
Bible. 

The first if by Jonathan Magonet, Principal of the Leo 
Baeck College in London, called A Rabbi's Bible (SCM 
£9.50 178pp). It is a delight to read, and exemplifies the 
very best of Jewish wit and learning, based on two 
thousand years of Jewish exegesis. 

Even the profoundest subject is treated with lightness 
and humour, as in his chapter heading for Adam and Eve: 
“Leaving the garden — did they fall or were they pushed?” 
And his chapter on interpretation is headed: “How does a 
donkey read the Bible?” This book would be particularly 
valuable for anyone involved at any level in Jewish- 
Christian relationships, or anyone who just wishes to 
understand the synagogue down the road . . . After all, it 
remains true that “salvation is of the Jews” (John 4.22). 

Less expensive but no less valuable is Winifred Green’s 
book on the Pentateuch (Ears to hear — Churchman £3.95 
141 pp), which draws on a long experience of work in adult 
education. It abounds with useful information about the 
origins and transmission of the Pentateuch. She does not 
gloss over the problems which attach to any ancient 
document — the seeming contradictions, the repetitions, 
the ambiguities and the sheer obscurity which sometimes 
hides the meaning from us. But she does make a case for 
the importance of the Bible, not just the Pentateuch, as the 
supreme educator of the western world in our moral and 
spiritual needs — and in our political and social concerns. 

After all, our basic problems remain much as they have 
always been, despite our technical achievements. We still 
suffer unjustly from the depredations of men, tyrants still 
lord it over the weak, and we still struggle with what seem 
well-nigh insoluble social problems. We still build great 
towers up to heaven which ignominiously fall to earth in a 
heap of dust and rubble. 

The world has not changed all that much for the person 
who reads this book — with “ears to hear” what God is 
saying to us through the Pentateuch. Questions for 
discussion are appended to each chapter. 

Both books are available from: Newman Mowbray 
Books, Oxford. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the 
author of many books. He lives near Banbury. 



Into a new era 


Enborne Primary School, 109 years old, is both burying 
the past and building for the future. The Archdeacon of 
Berkshire, the Ven David Griffiths, opened the school’s 
new hi-tech learning centre and with Mrs Norman 
Smyth, head teacher, he buried an engraved time capsule 
containing everyday objects and artefacts specific to 
Enborne School in 1991 (pictured). 

The renovated building, derelict for 20 years, had been 
the head teacher’s house, but will now be home to 
videos, televisions, computers, a library and head 
teacher’s study. “That’s something we have never had 
before,” said Mrs Smyth. Much of the work was done by 
volunteers, and the appeal to fund the expansion was 
supported by the Enborne School Trust which has many 
distinguished patrons. Photo courtesy Reading Newspaper 
Co. 
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OUR WORK IS CARING 



THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers support and 
specialised care to its more elderly pensioners, including clergy widows 
and church workers retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

Running 8 residential and nursing homes the Board offers security and 
peace of mind at a time of life when it is most needed. 

A new home will be opening later this year, increasing the places 
available, but in order to cope with the growing number of our 
pensioners we must continue this much needed work by planning and 
building further homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of convenant and legacies. 
PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE 


To: The Secretary, The Church of England Pensions Board, 

7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

I would like to help those who have cared for others and enclose my 

donation of £. 

Please send me: 

Further details of your work 

Information on Deed of Covenant/ Annual Donation/ 

Payroll Giving/Gift Aid 

A form of words to remember the Pensions Board in my Will 


Name 

Address.. 


Reg. Charity No. 236627 




